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TO   City Council 
 
SERVICE AREA Operations, Transit and Emergency Services 

 
DATE   March 21, 2014 

 
SUBJECT  Nuisance Party By-law Update 

 

REPORT NUMBER OTES041410 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

SUMMARY OF REPORT 
To provide Council an update on the effectiveness of the Nuisance Party By-law 

(2013)-19557 since the By-law’s passing. 

 

KEY FINDINGS 
The By-law is used as a means to address nuisance parties. 

In conjunction with the enforcement of the Noise and other By-laws, warnings 
under the Nuisance Parties By-law have been effective in addressing unwanted 
behaviour. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The activity required to achieve compliance with the Nuisance Parties By-law is 
provided for within the existing operating budgets of the Guelph Police Service 

and the City’s Bylaw Compliance, Security & Licensing Department.   
 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
On March 25, 2013, Council approved the creation of a Nuisance Parties By-law to 

address unwanted behaviour at nuisance parties.  In addition, the following 

resolution was approved:  

That the amended Public Nuisance By-law be referred back to 

the Operations, Transit and Emergency Services Committee in 

April, 2014 to review the effectiveness of the by-law to date. 
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REPORT 

The Nuisance Parties By-law was created to provide Police and By-law Compliance 

staff the legal authority to stop nuisance parties from continuing or escalating, 

enhancing staff’s current authority under other By-laws.  Specifically the By-law is 

intended to be used as a progressive enforcement option when actions under other 

By-laws such as the City’s Noise or Anti-fouling By-laws have failed or are not 

adequate to address unwanted behaviour occurring at a private party.  

The Nuisance Parties By-law provides Police and By-law staff the ability to issue 

charges to homeowners, tenants and attendees of nuisance parties.  In addition the 

By-law provides staff the ability to disperse nuisance parties and if necessary, close 

roads and prohibit entry to persons who do not reside at the residence in which a 

nuisance party is occurring.  

The By-law is often referred to by By-law Compliance staff when attending noise 

calls and a warning of further enforcement under the Nuisance Parties By-law in 

conjunction with warnings/charges under the other City By-laws, in staff’s opinion,  

has been effective in addressing unwanted behaviour and dispersing nuisance 

parties.  

Since the By-law’s passing on March 25, 2013 to date, Bylaw Compliance staff have 

attended 2,199 calls for service related to noise with 805 (37%) calls being 

identified by the caller as a possible nuisance party.  Of these 805 calls, 449 calls 

resulted in warnings or information being provided to the residents, 97 calls 

resulted in charges being issued under the City’s Noise and/or Anti-fouling By-laws, 

11 calls were cancelled and the remaining calls resulted in no action being taken as 

the location was quiet upon staff’s arrival or the activity observed was not in 

violation of a City By-law. 

At the time of writing this report, there has not been a need by staff to progress to 

the issuance of a summons under the Nuisance By-law to disperse a party nor has 

there been a need to close roads. 

CORPORATE STRATEGIC PLAN 
This initiative supports the following Strategic Directions: 

 
2.2 Deliver Public Service better. 

3.1 Ensure a well-designed, safe, inclusive, appealing and sustainable City. 
 

DEPARTMENTAL CONSULTATION 
Guelph Police Services 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The activity required to achieve compliance with the Nuisance Parties By-law is 

provided for within the existing operating budgets of the Guelph Police Service and 

the City’s Bylaw Compliance, Security & Licensing Department.   
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