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SUN
At least six hours of direct sunlight.

SOIL

Identify your soil type before determining the size of
your garden. Sandy soils absorb water the fastest,
while clay soils absorb the slowest. If you have clay
soil, your garden will need to be larger than one in
sandy or silty soils, as water needs to soak into the
ground within 24 hours for ideal plant conditions.
Add 5 cm (2 in) of organic material (e.g. compost,
manure, leaf mold) every two years to maintain good
soil conditions for both plants and water absorption.

) WATER

A rain garden is ideally designed to catch water
owing from a downspout, and spread the water
evenly across the entire length of the garden. The
garden should be as level as possible so that water
does not pool at one end and spill out of the garden
before it has a chance to be absorbed. This garden is
designed with plants that thrive in both very wet and
very dry conditions, and should not need extra
watering once the plants are established.

GENERAL

A rain garden is a depression about 15 cm (6 in) deep
that collects runoff from a roof, driveway or yard, and
absorbs that water. A rain garden is not a pond; it
allows water to soak into the ground and is dry
between rainfalls. Rain gardens are not breeding
grounds for mosquitoes. Mosquitoes require one to
three days of standing water in order to breed. The
water in a rain garden only remains standing for a

few hours before being absorbed.
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