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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ASl was contracted by Skydevco Inc. to undertake a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment of 70 Fountain Street
East and 75 Farquhar Street, all of Lots 19 and 20, Registered Plan 8, within St. Patrick’s Ward, Geographic
Township of Guelph, County of Wellington, now in the City of Guelph, County of Wellington. The subject
property is approximately 0.35 hectare in size.

The Stage 1 assessment entailed consideration of the proximity of previously registered archaeological sites
and the original environmental setting of the property, along with its nineteenth and twentieth-century
development history. This research has led to the conclusion that there is no potential for the
presence of significant Indigenous or Euro-Canadian archaeological resources that may be impacted
by site preparation or construction activities necessitated by the proposed redevelopment.
Accordingly, this report recommends that the undertaking be cleared of any further archaeological
concern, with the proviso that the appropriate authorities must be notified should deeply buried
archaeological or human remains be encountered during any future work on the property.
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Table 1: Outline of Southern Ontario Pre-contact History

Period Archaeological/ Material Culture Date Range Lifeways/ Attributes

PALEO-INDIAN

Early Gainey, Barnes, Crowfield 9000-8500 BC Big game hunters

Late Holcombe, Hi-Lo, lanceolate 8500-7500 BC Small nomadic groups

ARCHAIC

Early Nettling, Bifurcate-base 7800-6000 BC Nomadic hunters and gatherers

Middle  Kirk, Stanly, Brewerton, Laurentian 6000-2000 BC Transition to territorial settlements

Late Lamoka, Genesee, Crawford Knoll, Innes  2500-500 BC Polished/ground stone tools (small

stemmed)

WOODLAND

Early Meadowood 800-400 BC Introduction of pottery

Middle  Point Peninsula, Saugeen 400 BC-AD 800 Incipient horticulture

Late Algonkian, Iroquoian AD 800-1300 Transition to village life and agriculture
Algonkian, Iroquoian AD 1300-1400 Establishment of large palisaded villages
Algonkian, Iroguoian AD 1400-1600 Tribal differentiation and warfare

HISTORIC

Early Huron, Neutral, Petun, Odawa, Ojibwa AD 1600-1650 Tribal displacements

Late 6 Nations, Ojibway AD 1650-1800's
Euro-Canadian AD 1800-present European settlement

122 Historical Overview
Wellington County

Prior to 1849, Wellington County was part of the much larger Wellington District, which comprised all of
contemporary Wellington, Waterloo and Grey counties, as well as a portion of Dufferin County.
Wellington County was named after Arthur Wellesley, the First Duke of Wellington, England. Between
1849 and 1854 it was a part of Waterloo County with the Village of Guelph as the county seat. Shortly
thereafter it was separated out; the original townships in the county were Amaranth, Arthur, Eramosa,
Erin, Garafaxa, Guelph, Maryborough, Nichol, Peel, Pilkington and Puslinch.

Guelph Township

Guelph Township is named after the Royal House of Brunswick, family of the English monarch, George
IV. Guelph Township was surveyed by John MacDonald in 1830 and the land in the township was
purchased by the Canada Company, which consisted of a group of British speculators who acquired more
than two million acres of land in Upper Canada for colonization purposes. A large number of settlers
arrived in the township before it was surveyed. The first settler in the township was Samuel Rife, who
squatted near the western limits of the township around the year 1825 (Historical Atlas Publishing Co.
1906:5; Mika and Mika 1981:186).

Waterloo Road, formerly Broad Road, was built by Absalom Shade and was finished around 1827, the
year the Town of Guelph was founded. Many settlers arrived in the township between the years 1827 and
1830 (Mika and Mika 1981:186).
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Historical Development of City of Guelph

Guelph was founded on April 23, 1827 by John Galt, the administrator of affairs for the Canada
Company, an organization interested in settling immigrants on its lands. Guelph’s first store opened in
1827, and its first sawmill was built in 1828 (Mika and Mika 1981:188-189).

Immigration to Canada increased in the early 1830s, and Guelph became the main market for the
surrounding agricultural area. Guelph had 699 inhabitants in 1840, and by 1847 its population was 1,480.
It was incorporated as a village in 1851, when it separated from the Township of Guelph. In 1879, with a
population of 9,890, Guelph became a city (Mika and Mika 1981:189; Irwin 2003:5).

Historical Development of Lot 19, Plan 8, City of Guelph

According to the Abstract Index to Deed Titles, the Attorneys of the Canada Company granted all of Lot
19 to Andrew McVenn in 1830. The lot was a quarter of an acre. In 1835, McVenn sold the lot to Andrew
Steven who in turn sold it to Helen Spiers in 1839 (On Land n.d. [a])

John Spiers, the son of Helen Spiers, then quit claimed the lot to Catherine Spier in 1866. The Mayor and
Treasurer of the City of Guelph then sold the west half of lot 19 (one-eighth of an acre) to Walter Laing in
1879. Laing then sold this part to William Hartley in 1881, who in turn sold it to Henry Burrows in 1884.
Henry Burrows then sold it to George Burrows in 1888 (On Land n.d. [b]).

The Mayor and Treasurer then sold the northeast half of the lot to Henry Murton in 1886. Murton then
sold this part to William Brydges in 1890. George Burrows then sold the west half to William Brydges.
This sale also occurred in 1890 (On Land n.d. [b]).

William Brydges assigned the west part of the lot to John Brydges, Harry Brydges, and the Brydges Coal
Company in 1939. William Brydges then granted part of lot 19 to Joseph Perholsky in 1944. John
Brydges then assigned part of the lot to W. Harry Brydges in 1953 (On Land n.d. [c]).

Joseph Perholsky, also known as Joseph Perlock, granted part of the lot to Her Majesty the Queen in right
of Canada in 1957. William H. Brydges and Albert Brydges granted part of the lot to William H. Brydges
in 1957, who in turn granted this part to Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada later that same year
(On Land n.d. [d]).

Historical Development of Lot 20, Plan 8, City of Guelph

According to the Abstract Index to Deed Titles, the Attorneys of the Canada Company sold Lot 20 to
John Linderman in 1830. The lot was a quarter of an acre. William Jarvis then deed polled the lot to
Richard Budd in 1840, who in turn sold to James Wright in 1852. Wright then sold the lot to Robert
Thompson in 1854, who in turn sold it to Catherine Oliver in 1854 (On Land n.d. [a]).

The next transaction for Lot 20 occurred in 1907. Robert Stewart Ltd. transferred, by Mechanics Lien, the
lot to Annie Stull. Also, in 1907, Smith Brothers Claimants and James Graham transferred the lot to
Annie and H. H. Stul by Mechanics Lien (On Land n.d. [b]).

Frederick Stull sold Lot 20 to Henry Stull in 1912. Henry Stull then sold it to Catherine Stull in 1913.
Henry Stull is then listed as granting the quarter acre lot to Edward Donald in 1922, who in turn granted it
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to the Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada that same year. The Canadian National Railway
Company then quit claimed the lot to Harry Brydges, John Brydges, and the Brydges Coal Company in
1936. John Brydges then quit claimed the lot to Henry Brydges in 1953 (On Land n.d. [c]).

William H. Brydges then granted the lot to Her Majesty to the Queen in right of Canada in 1957 (On
Land n.d. [d]). [onland.ca, Wellington County LRO Records, Abstract Index to Deed Titles, Town of
Guelph, Book 35A].

Evidence from the Directories: 70 Fountain Street East and 75 Farquhar Street

The earliest directory found for the City of Guelph at the Toronto Reference Library is for the year 1918-
19. Until 1956, Fountain Street East was known as Waterloo Street, and similarly, Wyndham Street South
was known as Huskisson Street. In the 1918-19 directory, there are no occupants listed for Waterloo
Street East on the subject property. William Brydges & Son, coal and wood merchants and building
contractors, occupied 71-75 Farquhar Street (Irwin 2003; Vernon, Henry & Son 1918-19). The situation is
basically the same in 1930, except the address for the Brydges Coal Co. was 73-75 Farquhar Street. There
is no change in the 1939, 1947, and 1953 directories (Vernon, Henry & Son 930, 1939, 1947, 1953).

In 1959, there is no occupant listed for 70 Fountain Street East. Brydges Coal Company was located at 75
Farquhar Street. In 1963, Brydges Fuel & Heating was located at 73 Farquhar Street; 75 Farquhar Street
was a federal building. Its occupants included the Farm Credit Corporation, Dept. of Agriculture, Dept. of
National Defence, Veteran’s Land Act, Dept. of Northern Affairs, and Canadian Government Annuities.
70 Fountain Street East was also a federal building. Its occupants included the Department of National
Revenue Customs & Excise, Department of Citizenship & Immigration, National Employment Service,
and Unemployment Insurance Commission (Vernon, Henry & Son 1959, 1963).

In 1973, 70 Fountain Street was a federal building containing the Canada Manpower Centre; 75 Farquhar
Street was a federal building, containing the Veteran’s Land Administration, Dept. of Manpower &
Immigration, Dept. of National Defence, Dept. of National Revenue — Customs and Excise Division,
Farm Credit Corporation, Dept. of Agriculture — Health and Animals, and the Dept. of the Environment.
(Vernon, Henry & Son 1973).

In 1980, 70 Fountain Street was a federal building containing the Department of Public Works store; 75
Farquhar Street was a federal building containing the Department of Environment, Water and Survey of
Canada. In 1989-90, 70 Fountain Street East was a federal building containing Agriculture Canada,
Veterinary Inspection Directorate; 75 Farquhar Street was a federal building containing Revenue Canada,
Customs & Excise, Department of Environment Water Resources Branch, and Health and Welfare
Canada (Vernon, Henry & Son 1980, 1989-90).

In 1999/2000, 70 Fountain Street East was listed as vacant, while 75 Farquhar Street was occupied by the
Environment Canada Monitoring Centre (Vernon, Henry & Son 1999-2000)

In 2010, 70 Fountain Street East was occupied by Skyline Management Corporation. The occupants at 75
Farquhar Street were Energy Source Canada Inc., Farm Safety Association Inc., and Parole and Probation
(Vernon, Henry & Son 2010).

In summary, the subject property changed hands multiple times throughout the nineteenth century. For
much of the first half of the twentieth century the subject property was the location of Bryges & Son, coal
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and wood building contractors, fronting Farquhar Street. The existing federal building at 70 Fountain
Street appears to have been built in the early 1960s.

12.3 Review of Map Sources

A review of historical mapping was undertaken in order to determine the presence of settlement features
within the subject property during the nineteenth century and early twentieth century that may represent
potential historical archaeological resources. The majority of the earliest maps of Guelph depict only the
layout of the town and some major public buildings. This is also the case with the 1861 Tremaine Map of
the County of Wellington and the 1877 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of Wellington (Figures 2
and 3). Two maps of the town produced by surveyor Thomas Cooper are far more useful in terms of
detail. His original 1862 Map of the Town of Guelph in the County of Wellington, Canada West and his
revised 1877 version of the plan both show a building in the northwest quarter of Lot 20, while Lot 19 is
vacant (Figures 4 and 5).

The Lot 20 structure was likely established after the property was acquired by Catherine Oliver, but
whether she or family occupied the building or rented or leased it to others is not evident on the basis of
the historical documentation. Likewise, the function and character of the building is unknown. The 1892
Goad fire insurance plan (Figure 6) shows two 1'2-storey frame or roughcast structures either side of the
footprint of the building shown on the 1862-1877 mapping at 56 and 60-62 Farquhar Street. These
resemble residential structures, although the records suggest that the primary use of both lots was for
commercial purposes. This map shows a number of additional structures on the subject property as well.
A range of sheds front onto Waterloo Street on the east side of Lot 20 at 75 Waterloo Street. These are
identified as “Implement Storage,” consistent with later directory listings for a building contractor on this
portion of the property. Another small building stood at 69 Waterloo Street. It was likely a stable, garage
or drive shed.

The Goad’s mapping also shows a number of buildings on Lot 19. These included a brick two-storey
structure, a one-storey brick-clad frame building and wooden shed fronting Farquhar Street and a small
shed at 65 Waterloo Street. The Farquhar street buildings are not assigned addresses, but the property is
clearly identified as a coal and wood yard, consistent with the city directory listings of the early twentieth
century. This basic configuration can also be seen on aerial photographs dating to the 1930s-1950 period
(Figure 7). An aerial photograph taken in 1966, on the other hand, shows that the existing building and
parking were in place (Figure 8). Some of the Lot 19 buildings shown on the 1892 fire insurance plan
may in fact be later constructions as they are on a printed revision pasted on to the original map.

1.3 Archaeological Context
This section provides background research pertaining to previous archaeological fieldwork conducted

within and in the vicinity of the subject property, its environmental characteristics (including drainage,
soils, surficial geology, topography, etc.), and current land use and field conditions.



Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment of 70 Fountain Street East and 75 Farquhar Street,
City of Guelph, County of Wellington Page 4

1.3.1 Registered Archaeological Sites

In order that an inventory of archaeological resources could be compiled for the subject property, three
sources of information were consulted: the site record forms for registered sites housed at the MTCS;
published and unpublished documentary sources; and the files of ASI.

In Ontario, information concerning archaeological sites is stored in the Ontario Archaeological Sites
Database (OASD) which is maintained by the MTCS. This database contains archaeological sites
registered within the Borden system. The Borden system was first proposed by Dr. Charles E. Borden and
is based on a block of latitude and longitude. Each Borden block measures approximately 13 km east-
west by 18.5 km north-south. Each Borden block is referenced by a four-letter designator, and sites within
a block are numbered sequentially as they are found. The subject property under review is located within
the AiHb Borden block.

According to the OASD, no archaeological sites have been registered within a one km radius of the
subject property. The general paucity of registered archaeological sites within the area is likely
attributable to development prior to systematic archaeological assessment under provincial legislation.
Accordingly, the absence of sites should not be taken as an indicator of any lack of Indigenous or early
Euro-Canadian land use or occupation.

1.3.2 Previous Assessment

During the course of the background research, it was determined that one archaeological assessment has
been completed within 50 metres of the subject property.

In 2014, ASI completed a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment of 72 Farquhar Street under MTCS PIF
P392-0036-2013. The 0.3-hectare study area is located approximately 10 metres from the current subject
property, on the opposite side of Farquhar Street. The assessment included background research along
with a property inspection, which determined that the majority of the study area had been previously
disturbed. However, it was determined that the original foundation of the 1866 building may remain
intact. As such, archaeological monitoring was recommended (ASI 2014).

1.3.3 Physiography

The subject property is located within the Guelph Drumlin Field physiographic region (Chapman and
Putnam 1984: 137-139), which centres upon the City of Guelph and Guelph Township, occupying
roughly 830 square km. Within the Guelph Drumlin Field, there are approximately 300 drumlins of
varying sizes. For the most part these hills are of the broad oval type with slopes less steep than those of
the Peterborough drumlins, and they are not as closely grouped as those in some other areas. The till in
these drumlins is loamy and calcareous, derived mostly from dolostone of the Amabel Formation which
can be found exposed below the Niagara Escarpment.

The subject property is located within the Speed River watershed. The Speed River bends around the
property vicinity, approximately 420 metres to the north and 215 metres to the east.
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1.3.4 Review of Pre-contact Archaeological Potential

The S & G, Section 1.3.1 stipulates that undisturbed lands within 300 metres of primary water sources
(lakes, rivers, streams, creeks, etc.), secondary water sources (intermittent streams and creeks, springs,
marshes, swamps, etc.), ancient water sources (glacial lake shorelines indicated by the presence of raised
sand or gravel beach ridges, relic river or stream channels indicated by clear dip or swale in the
topography, shorelines of drained lakes or marshes, cobble beaches, etc.), as well as accessible or
inaccessible shorelines (high bluffs, swamp or marsh fields by the edge of a lake, sandbars stretching into
marsh, etc.) are characteristics that indicate archaeological potential.

Potable water is the single most important resource necessary for any extended human occupation or
settlement. Since water sources have remained relatively stable in south central Ontario after the
Pleistocene era, proximity to water can be regarded as a useful index for the evaluation of archaeological
site potential. Indeed, distance from water has been one of the most commonly used variables for
predictive modelling of site location.

Other geographic characteristics that can indicate archaeological potential include: elevated topography
(eskers, drumlins, large knolls, plateaux), pockets of well-drained sandy soil, especially near areas of
heavy soil or rocky ground, distinctive land formations that might have been special or spiritual places,
such as waterfalls, rock outcrops, caverns, mounds, and promontories and their bases. There may be
physical indicators of their use, such as burials, structures, offerings, rock paintings or carvings. Resource
areas, including; food or medicinal plants (migratory routes, spawning areas, prairie) and scarce raw
materials (quartz, copper, ochre, or outcrops of chert) are also considered characteristics that indicate
archaeological potential.

Given the property’s location relative to the Speed River, it would normally be considered to fall within
an area of Indigenous archaeological potential. However, the potential for the survival of any Indigenous
archaeological remains in primary contexts is essentially nil. Such sites will not have survived the
nineteenth and twentieth development activities that have altered the original topography. This conclusion
is consistent with the statements concerning the removal of archaeological potential (“disturbance’)
outlined in Section 1.3.2 of the S & G (MTCS 2011:18).

1.3.5 Subject Property Description

The subject property is approximately 0.35 hectare and is bounded by Farquhar Street to the west,
Wyndham Street South to the south, Fountain Street East to the east and existing residential lots to the
north (Figure 9). The property currently contains a large multi-storey building fronting the three roadways
with an associated parking lot and surrounding landscaping. The building is situated at grade with the
roads, while the balance of the property is elevated, sloping down toward Farquhar Street, Fountain Street
East and the adjacent residential lot.

2.0 FIELD METHODS

A Stage 1 field review was completed on August 2, 2019 in order to document existing conditions as they
may be expected to affect consideration of archaeological potential (Figure 9, Plates 1-8). The field
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review was conducted by Mr. Andrew Clish (P046). The weather was appropriate for the completion of
fieldwork, consisting of sunny skies and cool temperatures.

The property inspection was conducted by means of a visual review of the property conducted on foot.
This strategy is consistent with Section 1.2 Property Inspection, Standard 1 of the S & G.

2.1 Findings

The existing former Federal building occupies the south half of the property. To its north, the majority of
the north half of the property is taken up by an asphalt parking lot. There are small grassed and
landscaped areas fronting the streets. The northeast Fountain Street frontage of the property features a
steep incline from the parking lot to the adjacent sidewalk.

3.0 ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSIONS

ASI was contracted by Skydevco Inc. to undertake a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment of 70 Fountain
Street East and 75 Farquhar Street, all of Lots 19 and 20, Registered Plan 8, within St. Patricks’s Ward,
Geographic Township of Guelph, County of Wellington, now in the City of Guelph, County of
Wellington. The subject property is approximately 0.35 hectare in size.

The Stage 1 assessment entailed consideration of the proximity of previously registered archaeological
sites and the original environmental setting of the property, along with its nineteenth and twentieth-
century settlement history. There are no previously registered archaeological sites within a one km radius
of the subject property

The first evidence of any development within the property is the appearance of a structure on Lot 20, as
shown on Cooper’s 1862 and 1877 surveys of the town. The later fire insurance plan of 1892 indicates
that this was a frame or roughcast structure. By 1892, a series of structures had been built on Lot 19.
These were primarily associated with construction contracting and coal and wood merchant operations.
All of these structures were cleared from the property in the early 1960s to make way for the existing
office and service building and its associated parking lot. The construction of the building, in particular,
has resulted in the removal of all remains of the initial nineteenth-century occupation of Lot 20. This
conclusion is consistent with the statements concerning the removal of archaeological potential
(“disturbance”) outlined in Section 1.3.2 of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s 2011 Standards
and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (MTC 2011:18). While some vestiges of the late
nineteenth-mid twentieth-century commercial occupations of Lot 19 may have survived construction of
the parking lot, these remains are not considered to represent archaeological resources of potential
cultural heritage value. This conclusion is consistent with the evaluation criteria outlined in the Ministry
of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (MTC 2011), in
that the investigation of any such remains would not yield significant contributions to local, regional,
provincial or national archaeological history and would not contribute to enhancing the public’s
understanding and appreciation of Ontario’s past. Nor would the remains have any intrinsic value to any
particular group or community.
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4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS
Given the findings of the Stage 1 assessment research, the following recommendation is made:

1. The 70 Fountain Street East and 75 Farquhar Street subject property may be considered free
of further archaeological concern. No further archaeological assessment is required.

NOTWITHSTANDING the results and recommendations presented in this study, ASI notes that no archaeological
assessment, no matter how thorough or carefully completed, can necessarily predict, account for, or identify every
form of isolated or deeply buried archaeological deposit. In the event that archaeological remains are found during
subsequent construction activities, the consultant archaeologist, approval authority, and the Cultural Programs Unit
of the Ministry of Tourism Culture and Sport should be immediately notified.

The documentation related to this archacological assessment will be curated by ASI until such a time that
arrangements for their ultimate transfer to Her Majesty the Queen in right of Ontario, or other public institution, can
be made to the satisfaction of the project owner(s), the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, and any
other legitimate interest groups.

5.0 LEGISLATION COMPLIANCE ADVICE

The following advice on compliance with legislation is provided:

e  This report is submitted to the Minister of Tourism and Culture and Sport as a condition of licensing in
accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, RSO 2005, ¢ 0.18. The report is reviewed to
ensure that it complies with the standards and guidelines that are issued by the Minister, and that the
archaeological field work and report recommendations ensure the conservation, preservation and
protection of the cultural heritage of Ontario. When all matters relating to archaeological sites within
the project area of a development proposal have been addressed to the satisfaction of the Ministry of
Tourism and Culture and Sport, a letter will be issued by the ministry stating that there are no further
concerns with regard to alterations to archaeological sites by the proposed development.

e Itis an offence under Sections 48 and 69 of the Ontario Heritage Act for any party other than a
licensed archaeologist to make any alteration to a known archaeological site or to remove any artifact
or other physical evidence of past human use or activity from the site, until such time as a licensed
archaeologist has completed archaeological field work on the site, submitted a report to the Minister
stating that the site has no further cultural heritage value or interest, and the report has been filed in the
Ontario Public Register of Archaecology Reports referred to in Section 65.1 of the Ontario Heritage
Act.

e  Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be a new
archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent
or person discovering the archaeological resources must cease alteration of the site immediately and
engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with
sec. 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act.

e  The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.0. 2002, ¢.33, requires that any person
discovering or having knowledge of a burial site shall immediately notify the police or coroner. It is
recommended that the Registrar of Cemeteries at the Ministry of Consumer Services is also
immediately notified.

e Archaeological sites recommended for further archaeological field work or protection remain subject
to Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act and may not be altered, nor may artifacts be removed
from them, except by a person holding an archaeological license.
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8.0 MAPS

See following pages for detailed assessment mapping and figures.





















