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Agenda

Our goal today is to give an overview of 
the Park Plan study and determine our 
optimal level of service for now and the 
future.

• Why this topic and why now

• What is a park

• Planning for future growth

• Discussion and feedback

• Next steps



Park Plan study process

We use evidence-based research, demographics, data, 

benchmarking, community opinion, policy analysis and trends in 

park planning to help understand our future community needs. 



Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan
The Park Plan is a master plan that provides 

direction to manage future land needs relating 

to our park system. 

It is a component of the larger Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan (PRMP), which 
addresses all our park and recreation system 
needs including land, infrastructure, indoor 
facilities, outdoor facilities, services and 
operation. 



Guelph. Future Ready.
Relationship to our other plans and strategies:

Master plans help us assess the infrastructure 
we have to support City services today and 
determine what we’ll need as Guelph grows.



Defining our park system

Parks are for recreation 

Recreation is the experience that 
results from freely chosen 
participation in physical, social, 
intellectual, creative and spiritual 
pursuits that enhance individual 
and community wellbeing

Not all green spaces are ‘parks’

It is important to recognize how 
other public spaces interact with 
our park system and form the 
fabric of our community



A park is….

• an area of land that is secured, 
owned, leased or managed through 
agreement by the City and is 
primarily meant for active or 
programmed recreation.

• land suitable for park or recreational 
development like sport fields, play 
equipment, urban squares, plazas or 
community recreation facilities.

Our policies, definitions and criteria for 
what is considered parkland have 
evolved over time. 

We have a system of park types that 
help us provide amenities and features 
in an efficient way.



How do we expand our system?

Development

Land acquired  
through: 

• Parkland 
dedication 

• Official Plan 
policies

Purchase land

Land purchased 
with: 

• parkland 
dedication 
funds 

• tax dollars

Repurpose land

Repurposing 
surplus City-
owned land

Re-develop or 
intensify existing 
parks

Lease land

Lease land from 
private 
landowners or 
other agencies/ 
governments

Partnerships

Agreements with 
other levels of 
government or 
agencies for use 
of land



Planning for future growth

People in our community will change

• Forecasted population of 203,000 by 2051

• 50% growth in existing built-up area

• Larger population of older adults

• More newcomers moving to Guelph 

• More medium or high-density housing 
types (townhouses, apartments)

How we acquire parks will change

• Smaller development sites

• Affordability of land 

• Competing land interests 

• Greenfield areas mostly planned

Future park

Park

Proposed Major Transit 
Station Area

Provincially Significant 
Employment Zones

Strategic Growth Areas

Employment Areas

Urban Growth Centre 
(Downtown Guelph)

Built-up Area

Greenfield Area

Clair Maltby 
Secondary Plan

Guelph Innovation District
Secondary Plan

University of Guelph

Note: draft urban structure for council 
consideration January 17, 2022



Planning our future 
park system

Optimal level of service

amount and type of service that meets 

community needs and is sustainable, 

affordable and realistic

Parks are going to be used by more 
people so we will need to set priorities to:

• Intensify and optimize existing parks

• Acquire more land for parks

• Emphasize access and quality over quantity

• Invest more in maintenance and operation



Community feedback and discussion



Next steps

Park Plan and Parks and Recreation Master Plan

• Review community feedback and prepare Park Plan

• Council consideration of Park Plan in April 2022

• Council consideration of Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2023

Parkland dedication bylaw review

• Parkland dedication bylaw engagement February 2022

• Council workshop on parkland dedication bylaw April 2022

• Council consideration of bylaw June 2022



Thank you for 
your consideration.


