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Moving Goods and People: Prioritizing the New Highway 7:

The Kitchener-Guelph Corridor is one of
Ontario’s fastest-growing areas which is
positioned to lead Ontario in GDP growth

through 2028. Regional transportation is key to
unlocking our future, and we are grateful for the
continued work to deliver reliable two-way, all-
day GO train service to our communities. Urgent

completion of this work will be essential to
connect the hundreds of thousands of people
that live, work and play in our communities to
the Greater Toronto Area.

But people are not the only ones on the
move — goods and trade must flow freely
too. That is why the new Ontario Highway

7 is not just a local project, but a priority for
the entire province. Facilitating at least 8000
good paying jobs in the skilled trades sector
during its construction alone, this project
will build economic resiliency by connecting
manufacturing in the region and providing
access to national transportation arteries for
goods manufactured in our communities.

The Federal Connection:

Recognizing Highway 7 under the Building Highways

Faster Act could also tip the scales for much-needed
support in other areas. As intergovernmental

collaboration strengthens, we urge Ontario to partner
with the federal government on outstanding matters

within their jurisdiction related to this project.

In Kitchener, we will require collaboration with
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)
on permitting related to the Grand River bridge

crossings. With the Design and Construction Report

complete, and ongoing conversations with the Six
Nations of the Grand River and the Haudenosaunee
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With nearly $30 billion in infrastructure
investments planned or underway across
the province, we're calling on the provincial
government to accelerate construction and
grant Highway 7 priority status under the
Building Highways Faster Act.

Priority designation would place this project
shoulder-to-shoulder with other major initiatives
like the Bradford Bypass and the Garden City
Skyway, which are key pieces of trade-enabling
infrastructure that will strengthen Ontario’s
economy. While not every tool in the legislation
will be applicable to this project, a 24/7
construction schedule, as proven successful with
the Gardiner Expressway rehabilitation, would
help reduce the duration of trafficimpacts on local
businesses during construction and bring this
long-overdue project across the finish line.

Our communities are already rallying a renewed
and powerful coalition of businesses and trade
associations lining the Kitchener-Guelph
Corridor, all of whom are united behind
prioritizing this essential infrastructure. After
nearly 20 years of planning, it’s time to move
forward. Let’s build Highway 7. Together.

LH

Confederacy Chiefs Council, the DFO’s approval of a
Fisheries Act Authorization will allow the Ministry to
proceed with the construction of these crossings.

In Guelph, collaboration will be required with
CN Rail and federal agencies to facilitate the
new Highway 6/7 interchange. This project
requires the realignment of a railway spur line
that is currently used by CN rail and several local
businesses, and the Ministry’s support will be
needed in ongoing negotiations to ensure that
stakeholder concerns are addressed and that this
project can proceed on schedule.
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Growing traffic: the new Highway 7 is needed to accommodate the 26,000+
(E\ vehicles per day using the existing two-lane highway connecting Kitchener

and Guelph — a number that is expected to further rise as traffic returns to pre-
COVID-19 levels.

Expanding employment: with hundreds of acres of employment lands becoming
available along the Highway 6/7 Corridor, including over 100 acres in Guelph in
the near future, increased commercial traffic will benefit from improved regional
connections.

Project readiness: the project is in advanced planning stages, with public
= consultation comments addressed, and Design and Construction Reports for the

Grand River bridges and corridor clearing work completed and publicly available as
of 2023.

Environmental mitigation: substantial work has already been completed to
Cf) mitigate the environmental impacts of Highway 7, including the completion of
T T an alternative overall benefit site for species at risk bats, and continued work to

establish alternative habitat for Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark.



“Highway 7 is not just a regional priority,

it's a national trade necessity. As a chamber
representing one of Ontario’s most dynamic
economic corridors, we know that efficient goods
movement is essential to our competitiveness.
The New Highway 7 will ease pressure on the
401, improve safety, and help Canadian products
reach global markets faster. We urge the province
to designate this project under the Building
Highways Faster Act and move it forward without
delay. The time to build is now.”

lan McLean, President & CEO,
Greater KW Chamber of Commerce

“Highway 7 is a lifeline for our region’s future. For
decades, Steed and Evans has proudly built the
infrastructure that connects communities and
powers Ontario’s economy. Completing Highway

7 between Kitchener and Guelph is a once-in-
a-generation opportunity to unlock thousands

of good-paying jobs in skilled trades and
construction, reduce gridlock, and strengthen our
province's trade network. We urge the Government
of Ontario to move forward without delay.”

Cam Becker, President,
Steed and Evans Limited

“The completion of the new Highway 7 is not just a
transportation upgrade, it's a strategic imperative.
The road building sector representing 56,000
workers across the province and over $5.5B in
annual GDP impact, are ready to build. Highway

7 has the potential to unlock thousands of skilled
jobs, and strengthen Ontario’s trade network while
tackling the $56B in annual costs from congestion.
We urge the province to act decisively and
prioritize this long-overdue project.”

Walid Abou-Hamde, CEO,
Ontario Road Builders’ Association

“Boundless Accelerator urges immediate
prioritization of interregional connections,
including the new Highway 7 and expanded two-
way, all-day GO service to Guelph and Kitchener.
These projects will be a catalyst for unlocking the
full potential of Ontario’s talent and innovation
ecosystem, and accelerated construction is
critical to rapidly improve connectivity for
scaling businesses and regional economic
collaboration. Every delay limits access to talent
and opportunity—this infrastructure must meet
the pace of innovation.”

Alison Crumblehulme, CEO,
Boundless Accelerator
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Accessible formats available by contacting 519-822-1260 extension 3922/TTY 519-826-9771.



https://guelph.ca/
https://www.kitchener.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.woolwich.ca/
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