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01THE VISION

Vision for the Guelph Innovation District
The Guelph Innovation District (GID) is a compact, mixed use community that straddles the Eramosa River in the 
City’s east end. The District will serve predominately as the home of innovative, sustainable employment uses with 
an adjacent urban village connecting residential and compatible employment uses. It is at once highly energetic and 
intimately familiar, because it showcases an entirely new approach to planning, designing, and developing urban 
places, and at the same time, reflects Guelph’s history and celebrates the rich heritage resources of the District, 
including the stunning river valley, dramatic topography and views, and historic Reformatory Complex.

The GID is attractive, pedestrian-focused and human-scaled. It provides a fine-grained mix of land uses at transit-
supportive densities, offers meaningful places to live, work, shop, play and learn, and supports a wide range of jobs 
and residents. It protects valuable natural and cultural heritage resources while fully integrating them into the new 
community, features sustainable buildings and infrastructure, and works towards carbon neutrality. It makes needed 
connections between all modes of transportation, but in a manner that prioritizes pedestrians, cyclists and transit 
users over drivers, and stitches the District into the overall fabric of the City. It is exciting and new and feels like it has 
been part of the City for a long time.
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CONTEXT

Background
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•	 A 436 ha site with significant natural and 
cultural heritage resources

•	 Site designated as “Special Study Area” in 
Official Plan

•	 The Draft Secondary Plan builds on the:
•	 Local Growth Management Strategy
•	 Community Energy Initiative
•	 Prosperity 2020
•	 Agri-Innovation Cluster Strategy

•	 Extensive public consultation process

•	 Based on Vision, Principles, Objectives and 
Preferred Design (January 2012)

•	 Draft policies build on OPA 42 and 48
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Produced by the City of Guelph with 
Data supplied under Licence by Members 
of the Ontario Geospatial Data Exchange.
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undertake to guarantee the validity of the contents of the
digital or hardcopy map files, and will not be liable for any 
claims for damages or loss arising from their application or
interpretation, by any party.  It is not intended to replace a 
survey or be used for legal description.  This map may not
be re-produced without the permission of the City of 
Guelph.  Please contact the City of Guelph's GIS group for
additional information at 519-822-1260.

Produced using information under License with 
the Grand River Conservation Authority 
© Grand River Conservation Authority, 2009 [2009].
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.3 WHAT IS OUR DIRECTION?

The Secondary Plan is to be structured around the overall vision for

growth and development within Guelph as contained within the Official

Plan. The Secondary Plan will guide development within the GID 

towards carbon neutrality. It is also to be informed by Guelph policy 

contained in the Guelph Growth Management Strategy, Prosperity 

2020, Agri-Innovation Cluster Plan, Community Energy Initiative and 

other policy direction as required.

.  

Figure 4: Integration Diagram
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1.4 STAKEHOLDERS

Extensive consultation has been conducted with respect to 

development of the Area. To date, the City has facilitated the following 

public meetings and workshops:

• Jan 25, 2005: First Public Consultation Meeting 

• Apr 6, 2005: Community Workshop 

• Feb 1, 2007: Public Information Session

• Apr 12, 2007: Special Information Session: York District Lands

• Jun 18, 2007: Public Town Hall 1

• Aug 7, 2007: Public Town Hall 2

• Dec 10, 2007: Information Session for Landowners South of 

Stone Road

• Apr 5, 2008: Urban Design Charrette

• Jun 18, 2009: Community Workshop

• Feb 8, 2010: Council Workshop

• Jul 19, 2011: Council Information Session

• Sep 15, 2011: Public Design Workshop

• Oct 18, 2011: Design Charette

Integration of the GID
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Area Structure Plan


