
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  
Stormwater Management Facilities – Sediment 
Cleanouts 

How often does the City need to do sediment cleanouts at a stormwater management facility? 
Where can I find information about upcoming sediment cleanouts? 
How long does a sediment cleanout take? 
Why is the trail/sidewalk closed? 
Why are stormwater management facility water levels so low? 
What does the City do with the sediment removed from a stormwater management facility? 
Why are you removing vegetation/habitat? 
How does the City protect wildlife occupying a stormwater management facility? 
What is a fish and wildlife capture and relocation plan? 
How are wildlife captured? 
What are wildlife timing windows? 
What do you do with captured wildlife? 

 
How often does the City need to do sediment cleanouts at a 
stormwater management facility? 

Stormwater management facility cleanouts typically occur every 20-25 years and are completed on 
a rotating basis. Some facilities may require cleanouts earlier or later depending on how quickly 
sediment accumulates. 

Where can I find information about upcoming sediment cleanouts? 

Updates and information about upcoming stormwater management facility sediment cleanout 
projects will be posted at guelph.ca/stormwater. 

How long does a sediment cleanout take? 

On average, a stormwater management facility sediment cleanout project can take between 2-4 
months to complete. Sediment cleanouts are completed in multiple phases, including restoration of 
the facility. The duration of each project is dependent upon the size of the facility and the presence 
of possible construction constraints. 

Why is the trail/sidewalk closed? 

Sediment cleanouts require the use of heavy equipment including excavators and trucks. For public 
safety, temporary sidewalk and trail closures may be required. Alternate access route information, 
if required, will be posted on-site and on the notices posted at Guelph.ca/Stormwater. 

 

https://guelph.ca/living/environment/water/groundwater/stormwater/
http://www.guelph.ca/Stormwater


Why are stormwater management facility water levels so low? 

Water levels in the stormwater management facility are lowered for crews to safely perform the 
required maintenance. Once we complete the maintenance, the facility will refill with stormwater 
and water levels will gradually return to normal. 

What does the City do with the sediment removed from a facility? 

Sediment from a stormwater management facility typically contains contaminants such as metals 
and petroleum hydrocarbons from things like brake dust, road salting, oil leaks, etc. The sediment 
is tested to determine the concentration and type of pollutants and contaminants present. The test 
results determine what happens to the sediment removed from the facility.  

Any sediment removed from a stormwater facility might be re-used or buried on-site, re-used off-
site, or sent to a landfill and/or processing facility. In many cases, sediment removed from a 
stormwater management facility is not suitable for re-use. 

Why are you removing vegetation/habitat? 

Vegetation plays an important role in stormwater management; however, invasive plant species 
that interfere with how a stormwater management facility works must be removed. Vegetation and 
tree removals are also often required to facilitate site access by construction vehicles and 
equipment.  

The City makes all reasonable efforts to limit native vegetation removals. The City hires an arborist 
to conduct a tree assessment prior to the stormwater management facility sediment cleanout and a 
tree preservation plan is created following the guidance provided in the City of Guelph’s Tree 
Technical Manual. Tree protection fencing is also installed under the supervision of the arborist. 

Following the completion of the sediment cleanout, the site is replanted and seeded with suitable 
native species allowing the facility to naturalize again. 

How does the City protect wildlife occupying a stormwater 
management facility? 

Although stormwater management facilities may provide habitat for wildlife, they are not 
specifically designed to do so. The City uses the following techniques to protect and remove wildlife 
before sediment cleanout and maintenance works: 

• Completing environmental screening prior to the start of work to identify potential 
constraints and sensitive areas to protect during facility clean-out operations, including 
screening for Species at Risk (SAR) and Species of Conservation Concern (SCC).  

• Obtaining all necessary permits and approvals, including a License to Collect Fish and a 
Wildlife Scientific Collectors Authorization from the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

• Developing a site-specific fish and wildlife capture and relocation plan. 
• Prior to sediment removal, slowly dewatering a stormwater management facility over a 

period of several days to encourage turtles, amphibians, and other wildlife to exit the facility 
on their own. 

• Installing exclusionary fencing to prevent wildlife from entering the facility while 
maintenance operations are underway. 

• Hiring a qualified biologist to oversee all maintenance operations that may impact wildlife 
species occupying the facility and continuously screen the work area for signs of wildlife.  

https://guelph.ca/city-hall/planning-and-development/how-to-develop-property/development-applications-guidelines-fees/treetechnicalmanual/
https://guelph.ca/city-hall/planning-and-development/how-to-develop-property/development-applications-guidelines-fees/treetechnicalmanual/


What is a fish and wildlife capture and relocation plan? 

A fish and wildlife capture and relocation plan is prepared by a qualified biologist. It ensures the 
safe removal of wildlife from the stormwater management facility before and during sediment 
removal. 

Fish and wildlife capture and relocation plans include details such as: 

• Wildlife timing windows; 
• Methods for breeding bird nest searches; 
• Methods for capturing and relocating fish and wildlife; and, 
• Permitting and reporting requirements. 

How are wildlife captured? 

Fish 
Fish are caught using electrofishing techniques. Additional capture methods, such as dip nets and 
seines, may be used to supplement electrofishing. 

Turtles 
Before removing any sediment, we slowly lower the stormwater management facility water level 
over several days. This encourages turtles to leave on their own. If needed, baited hoop traps may 
be used to capture and remove turtles from the facility area. These traps are designed with sloped 
entrances that prevent turtles from exiting. The entrance is submerged to allow turtles to enter, 
and the rear of the trap is kept above water to allow turtles to breathe. Traps are left in place 
overnight and checked the following day. 

Amphibians and other wildlife 
Amphibians and other wildlife often leave the facility on their own when we slowly lower the water 
level over several days. We capture remaining wildlife using dip nets. 

What are wildlife timing windows? 

Wildlife timing windows are times of year when species are most susceptible to human activities, 
such as tree removals or excavation. The City makes every reasonable effort to perform 
stormwater facility maintenance outside these windows to mitigate wildlife impacts. 

What do you do with captured wildlife? 

Before removing sediment, we slowly dewater the stormwater management facility. This 
encourages turtles, amphibians and other wildlife to exit the facility on their own, without the need 
for capture and relocation.   

Any wildlife remaining in the stormwater management facility are identified, counted and safely 
transported to a designated relocation site. Suitable relocation sites are confirmed in consultation 
with the Guelph District Ministry of Natural Resources. 

If turtles are captured during brumination (i.e., hibernation within the sediment), they are safely 
transported to a Ministry of Natural Resources-recommended wildlife facility and kept there over 
winter. The following spring, these turtles are returned to the same facility from where they were 
found. 
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