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Zoning Bylaw Review
Putting Guelph’s vision into place

What is a zoning bylaw?

Maximum
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A zoning bylaw sets out the rules for how we
develop and use land in our city.

Rear yard

The bylaw tells us:
•

What a property can be used for (e.g., commercial or residential);

•

How big the property can be (e.g., 50’x100’);

•

Where buildings can be placed (distance between edge of
property and building);

•

How tall, what size, and how many buildings can be built; and,

•

How many parking spaces are needed, and where the parking
spaces can be located.

Know your zone
Zoning bylaws include maps and rules. Zones are
applied to a property through zoning maps. Each zone is
accompanied by a list of rules that provide details about
what you can and cannot do on a property. The zoning
bylaw review will look at each property in the city to
determine if the current zone and rules are still appropriate.

Connecting municipal rules
to Provincial law
The Ontario Planning Act is the law that governs
planning in Ontario. Planning is also guided by the
Provincial Policy Statement (a policy that is equal to
a law). The City’s Official Plan and Zoning Bylaw must
follow provincial laws.
The City’s Official Plan (OP) sets out a vision and policies to
manage growth and future land use that aligns with the
provincial laws. Through the OP, the location of land use
designations (e.g. residential, commercial, industrial, and
institutional), minimum and maximum building heights
and density requirements within Guelph have been
determined and will help guide the Zoning Bylaw review.
The Zoning Bylaw puts the Official Plan vision and
policies into place through the day-to-day administration
of the land use rules.
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SECTION 5 – RESIDENTIAL ZONES

R.4A-

TABLE 5.1.2 - REGULATIONS GOVERNI

RESIDENTIAL SINGLE DETACHED (R.1) ZONES)

R.1A

PERMITTED USES
2
555 m
The following are permitted Uses within the R.1A, R.1B, R.1C, and R.1D
Zones:

18 metres and in
accordance with
Section 5.1.2.6.

SINGLE DETACHED DWELLINGS
SINGLER.1B
460 m

2

15 metres
and in
accordance
with Section
5.1.2.6.

Single Detached Dwelling
Accessory Apartment in accordance with Section 4.15.1
Bed and Breakfast establishment in accordance with Section 4.27
Day Care Centre in accordance with Section 4.26
Group Home in accordance with Section 4.25
3 Storeys and in accordance with Section
Building
Home Occupation in accordance with Section
4.19 Height
Lodging House Type 1 in accordance with Section 4.25

R.4A

B.4
4

370 m
12 metres
and
accordance
with Section
5.1.2.6.
4.18.

6 metres and in accordance with Sections 4.6, 4.24, 5.1.2.3
5.1.2.7.

REGULATIONS
Within the Residential 1 (R.1) Zones, no land shall be
4.5 metres and in accordance with Sections 4.6, 4.
Building or Structure shall be erected or Used except in conformity with
and 5.1.2.7.
the applicable regulations contained in Section 4 - General Provisions,
the regulations listed in Table 5.1.2, and the following:
Despite Row 7 of Table 5.1.2, where a Garage, Carport

1.5 metres

Ontario Planning Act | Law

Ontario Provincial Policy Statement | Law

Municipal Official Plan | City’s vision

Municipal Zoning Bylaw | Rules
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Zoning Bylaw Review
We’re reviewing the existing Zoning Bylaw, established in 1995, to
ensure it aligns with the City’s updated Official Plan, reflects current
zoning practices and works for you and your neighbours today and
in the future. Really, we’re making sure all the pieces fit together to
support our shared vision for growth as laid out in the Official Plan
through a new set of user-friendly rules.

How does this review
impact me?
The new Zoning Bylaw may change the rules for your property.
Depending on the new rules for your property it may mean:

Project timeline
Phase 1
Project initiation
January to March 2019

Phase 2
Research and analysis
January to December 2019

•

No change—the rules for your property remain the same;

Phase 3

•

You are able to use your property in different ways. This may
mean, new ways to use your property or different places to put
buildings; or

January to June 2020

•

You are no longer able to use your property the way you currently
do. In this case your property wouldn’t comply with the new rules
and would be called legal non-conforming.

If your property is legal non-conforming, it’s okay. You will not be
required to make changes to your property. The new rules only apply
when you make a change on your property, like an addition to your
house or changing from a single detached dwelling to a dwelling that
has two units.

First draft zoning bylaw and
Official Plan amendment

Phase 4
Final zoning bylaw and Official
Plan amendment and decision
July 2020 to December 2021

Phase 5
Implementation and appeals
2021+

Have questions?
zoningreview@guelph.ca
guelph.ca/zoningreview
@cityofguelph, #KnowYourZone
/cityofguelph
Natalie Goss, Project Manager
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw Review
519-822-1260 extension 3548
TTY 519-826-9771

Accessible formats available upon request.

