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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  

Bristol Street Park fenced leash-free area 

Public open house, November 20, 2019 

Staff received many questions and have grouped themed questions together to help provide 

more comprehensive answers. 

Loss of park space 

1. Where are residents going to go with their grandchildren/young 
children to play, read, and have fun? 

There are four junior soccer pitches in Bristol Street Park. Three of them will become fenced 

for leash-free use. The fourth field will remain unfenced and continue to be available for 

use. Staff will explore options to provide additional amenities within Bristol Street Park. 

A layout of the tendered project is located at the end of this document. 

Silvercreek Park is located less than a 10-minute walk from Bristol Street Park across 

Wellington Street. There is a newly installed signalized crossing, trails, a skate park and 

easy access to soccer fields, a washroom building and other amenities.     

Rules 

1. No toys.  

Dog toys are allowed within the fenced leash-free area. Users must assess the risk of using 

toys within the fenced area. The City’s draft policy originally stated that no toys would be 

allowed, however, the City received input from the Guelph Humane Society to re-evaluate 

that decision, since many pet owners rely on toys to exercise their dogs. Based on this and 

other stakeholder input, the City decided to allow toys. 

2. Rules should be posted closer to park entrance and in larger font. 

Rules and regulations for the leash-free area will be posted at the fenced entrance. The size 

of the sign is 37 by 25 inches. The font on the sign complies with the Accessibility for 

Ontarian’s with a Disability Act (AODA) and City’s Facility Accessibility Design Manual 

(FADM). The City will work to educate users about rules for using the space. 

3. It is being used as a doggy daycare. 

Bristol Street Park is not yet complete, however the space is intended to offer a service to 

users that requested this type of amenity. It is not intended to be used by businesses or 

offer all day or long-term use for dogs. If a resident sees a fenced leash-free area being 

used improperly, report it to bylaw at 519-837-2529. At this time, the City is not 

considering making the space a bookable amenity; it’s a space for everyone to use freely. 
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4. Dog walkers are bringing multiple dogs to the park and will not be able 
to control dogs if a fight breaks out. 

All dog handlers are required to have control over their dog (or dogs) as defined in the 

Animal Control Bylaw. The Animal Control Bylaw is enforced throughout the City including 

fenced leash-free areas. Dog handlers are expected to follow the rules and regulations of 

the facility and be in compliance of the bylaw at all times even when they are permitted off 

leash. 

5. People need to keep moving with their dogs. 

The City does not dictate how people use fenced leash-free areas, which is in line with other 

facilities, like playgrounds.  

The City can examine if guidance and education on using fenced leash-free areas is 

something we should be providing and how that should look and function for the 

community.    

Mayor and Council 

1. Council is not present to hear public discussion – not comments. 

All questions and answers will be made public on our website at guelph.ca/leashfree. We will 

also share them with Mayor and Council.  

2. Go to Council; verbalize all the concerns and reverse the decision. 

A report will go to Committee of the Whole on February 3, 2020.  All of the information that 

staff have heard to date will be used to compile information, review with management and 

create recommendations on how to proceed with fenced leash-free facilities in Guelph. 

3. What has Mayor Guthrie said to you about all of this? 

Mayor Guthrie is aware of the concerns and expects that staff will take them into account 

when making recommendations on how to move forward. 

4. Contacted members of Council regarding concerns and haven’t heard 
from them. 

All emails and voice messages that have been sent to members of Council have been 

forwarded onto staff. All questions and concerns provided have been added to these 

question and answer documents to be addressed so that everyone may have an opportunity 

to hear and understand the answer. 

5. Did Council know what they were approving? 

The implementation plan that recommended construction of a fenced leash-free facility at 

Bristol Street Park, Peter Misersky Park and Lee Street Park was presented to Committee of 

the Whole on June 6, 2019. It received Council approval on June 24, 2019. All supporting 

documentation was provided at that time. The implementation plan was approved along 

with the Leash Free Policy. As part of that process staff received comments that walkability 

was important for leash-free opportunities and that future considerations for leash-free 

facilities should be examined as part of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.   

https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/animalcontrolbylaw.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kguthrie/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/OB9WJMKZ/guelph.ca/leashfree
https://guelph.ca/living/recreation/parks/leash-free-zones-for-dogs/leash-free-policy/
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Leash-Free-Program-Policy.pdf
https://guelph.ca/plans-and-strategies/parks-and-recreation-master-plan/
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Process and transparency 

1. When Mayor Guthrie is consistently saying how vital transparency is, 

what made you think that transparency didn’t apply to this situation? 

The City communicated broadly about the Leash-Free Policy, the Council decision and 

construction of the sites using media releases, public notices, the City’s website and social 

media feeds and screenscapes in our City facilities. We could have informed residents of the 

direct impacts to local residents better.  Staff are making themselves available to listen and 

document resident concerns and staff are committed to addressing them and responding 

publicly to improve transparency. 

2.  What was the process for selecting this site? Did you research anything 
else? 

This site was selected for several reasons. The scope of the project was to develop a policy 

for a new type of recreation amenity. Members of the community asked for a source of 

recreation for themselves and their dogs that was safe and separated from other amenities 

with a fence. 53 per cent of survey respondents indicated that they were concerned with the 

lack of a fenced leash free facility.  An additional 30 per cent indicated concern with dogs 

wandering outside of leash free areas.  Lastly, 56 per cent of the 744 residents that 

responded to the leash-free survey said that having fenced leash-free locations that are 

accessible is important.  The scope and budget for the project was to develop policies and 

locations for future fenced leash-free facilities that suited this ask. 

When selecting sites as part of the implementation plan for fenced leash-free facilities, the 

City evaluated several factors to determine which sites could be suitable. The City explored 

parks that were large enough to contain a fenced leash-free facility without impacting the 

parks functionality, natural environment, other park user activities and amenities.  Based on 

community engagement that was completed in the summer of 2018 the City heard that 

having accessible fenced leash-free facilities was important.  Therefore, larger parks with 

existing parking facilities were prioritized. 

The City did not review sites that were not owned or managed by the City. Lands owned by 

the Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) and lands designated as Natural Heritage 

Systems (NHS) were also not considered due to negative impacts these facilities would have 

on the natural environment.  

The criteria for parks that are appropriate included: 

1. Impacts to an existing recreational facility 

2. Access to parking  

3. Access for the greater community 

4. Substantial grading required for AODA compliance from parking area to site 

5. Budgetary constraints: limited ability for large-scale site improvements.  

6. Concerns regarding access for maintenance and servicing Sutera waste receptacle 

(would have to build a service road into the park) 

7. Views into and out of the site for bylaw compliance 
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As part of the development of the Leash Free Policy, the City selected locations within parks 

suitable for fenced-leash free areas forming an implementation plan.  The locations were 

chosen based on what was heard from the community, stakeholders and criteria for 

selecting locations as per the approved policy. 

Many sites were evaluated. Bristol Street Park, Lee Street Park and Peter Misersky Park 

were selected because they fit the criteria best. 

The decision was approved by Council as part of an implementation plan for the 

construction of three new fenced leash-free facilities.  

3. Why was decision made prior to having an open consultation with 
residents in each of the designated areas? Transparent governance??  

No!!! 

The City used a combination of municipal comparators, knowledge and inventory of our own 

parks and open spaces and consultation from our Leash-Free Policy to inform site selection.  

Site selection for these amenities was ultimately determined by evaluating sites within the 

current park inventory.  

These sites are the best-suited spots for fenced leash-free areas that meet the leash free 

policy and site selection criteria and stay within the City's implementation budget.  We could 

have informed residents of this better and for that, we apologize.  Further engagement 

would not have changed that outcome. 

4. Why were information meetings not held way before your project 

began? 

There were no other viable sites for these amenities that did not go against the policy or 

that would require significant more investment than the funds allocated for the work.  Even 

these sites have some concerns recognized by staff and noted by citizens: some feel these 

sites should be larger or have increased levels of service.  There was an identified 

community need for this amenity and only limited viable locations where they could be 

located.  The city could have communicated how this would impact residents more directly, 

however there was no alternative sites that were readily constructible, that had an existing 

recreation function, access to parking and located within a community park.  

Throughout the Leash Free Policy Project, the City engaged and notified the community in 

the following ways: 

 Online survey from July 27 to August 27 2018 

 Screenscapes from July 26 to August 21 2018 at: Guelph Public Library; West End 

Recreation Centre; Victoria Road Recreation Centre; Human Resources; and Service 

Guelph 

 Guelph Today rotating web ad from July 26 to August 21 2018 

 Facebook posts from July 27 to August 25 2018 

 Twitter posts from July 27 to August 17 2018 

 Media release on July 27 2018 

 Stone Road Mall digital screen advertisements from July 29 to August 4 2018 and 

again from August 12 to August 18 2018 

 Guelph Today email headline banner from August 8 2018 to August 14 2018 

 Media release on January 11 2019 

 Screenscapes communicating updates from January 31 to February 28 at: Guelph 

Public Library; West End Recreation Centre; Victoria Road Recreation Centre; Human 

Resources; and Service Guelph 
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 Facebook posts on: May 9; July 18; July 22; August 13; and September 19 2019 

 Twitter posts on May 9; July 18; July 22; August 13; and September 19 2019 

 Committee of the Whole agenda posted May 23 2019 

 Committee of the Whole report to Council June 4 2019 

 Council Meeting: policy and implementation plan adopted by Council June 24, 2019 

 Construction notice for Peter Misersky Park was published July 15 2019 

 Media release announcing leash free policy effective date: July 18 2019 

 Construction notice for Bristol Street Park was published on August 12 2019 

5. Can we hold off until everyone has had an opportunity to hear about the 
park? 

Construction at Bristol Street Park and Lee Street Park are currently on hold. The City is 

planning on collecting and analyzing all of the information, including input received at the 

Bristol Street Park open house and meetings with residents of Peter Misersky Park to inform 

construction decisions and recommendations to Council. Construction is paused until a 

decision is made. All participants that provided their contract information will receive 

notifications as new information becomes available. 

6. Send out letters directly to residents in the area around Bristol to let 

them know about the possibility of a dog park. 

The City has communicated broadly about Peter Misersky Park’s fenced leash-free area and 

the upcoming installation at Bristol Street Park through the City’s website, social media 

posts, public notices, construction notices, media releases and screenscapes in City 

facilities. In addition, neighbours near both parks were mailed a letter inviting them to 

public meetings and open houses for each location. 

A report is being prepared for Committee of the Whole on February 3, 2020 where 

recommendations will be made to Council on how to move forward. Interested residents can 

delegate on February 3 or provide written comment. Learn more at guelph.ca/delegation. 

7. What is the cost of the projects?  

Cost for the construction of the project at Peter Misersky Park is $94,758.25. The tendered 

cost for the construction of the project at Bristol Street Park is $56,078.78. 

8. Why did you not listen to best practice feedback received in your 

survey? 

Best practice feedback is one set of data the City uses to make informed decisions. This is 

paired with: 

 Community feedback 

 Best practices from other municipalities 

 Stakeholder input 

 Best practices from community agencies like the Guelph Humane Society 

 An inventory the City’s own unique park and open space system 

 Available budget 

 City policies and bylaws 

There are many aspects of the new leash-free areas that do take into consideration what we 

heard, including double gates, minimal gaps below the bottom fence rail, sustainable waste 

management, eliminating access to animals in heat, animals that are unvaccinated or have 

a history of aggression, eliminating treats or food as a source of conflict, and more.  These 

file:///C:/Users/kguthrie/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/OB9WJMKZ/guelph.ca/delegation
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are either built into the site, are part of the policy or communicated in the rules sign that is 

located at the site entrance. 

9. Why did the city not use best practices for locating the site? 

The City conducted comparator research and applied many of the best practices we learned 

through this research in conjunction with: 

 Community feedback 

 Best practices from other municipalities 

 Best practices from community agencies like the Guelph Humane Society 

 Stakeholder input 

 An inventory the City’s own unique park and open space system 

 Available budget 

 City policies and bylaws 

 Professional opinions of qualified staff 

The City cannot build new leash-free facilities within conservation lands or lands that are 

part of the Natural Heritage System (NHS). There is scientifically-proven evidence that 

shows negative impacts dogs have on wildlife, water quality, plant habitat and the overall 

natural environment.  Stormwater management areas could be examined in the future, 

however access, mitigating negative construction and use impacts and parking are key 

issues that prevent most sites from consideration.  Further, co-locating these types of 

recreation amenities over engineering infrastructure would require further review and is out 

of scope for this project.  Industrial sites or sites located on the perimeter of the city would 

either need a significant amount of construction and/or acquisition costs that are out of 

scope for the budget of this project.  Acquiring new sites and building new infrastructure like 

driveway access and parking areas was out of scope.  Utilizing existing recreational sites to 

locate new recreation infrastructure fit the scope and budget for this work.  We worked with 

the park inventory that was available. 

10. If you get a lot of concerns re this, might this go to Council? 

Yes. Staff will present their findings and recommendations to Council at Committee of the 

Whole on February 3, 2020.  

11. What is the purpose of this meeting? 

The purpose of this meeting is to provide information on the leash-free area at Bristol Street 

Park, listen to residents and document the feedback to inform further decision-making on 

this project. Hosting an open house allows resident to speak directly with staff involved in 

the project and for staff to hear from everyone that has thoughts on the project. Resident 

comments, concerns, questions and answers will be communicated publicly.  

12. Is it too late for the City to “think outside the park”? 

No. During the research phase of the Leash-Free Policy, the City looked at several locations 

throughout Guelph that would be good sites for a fenced leash-free facility.  The best 

locations for amenities that provide a source of recreation are parks. The City is committed 

to continue exploring opportunities for leash-free facilities throughout the city, which we are 

doing through our Parks and Recreation Master Plan review and engagement.     

Noise and waste management 

https://guelph.ca/plans-and-strategies/parks-and-recreation-master-plan/
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During the Bristol Street open house, many individual expressed concerns with Peter 

Misersky Park’s fenced leash-free area.  We are providing the answers below because they 

were discussed at the Bristol Street Park meeting, however they are not specifically related 

to Bristol Street Park. Staff will take these comments into consideration if the decision to 

move ahead with Bristol Street Park leash-free area is made. 

1. How will staff mitigate noise concerns?  

Staff will examine how to mitigate noise impacts.  Mitigation actions and recommendations 

will be presented to Council in a report February 3, 2020.   

Sites were selected that had a history of active, high traffic use.  Both Peter Misersky and 

Bristol Street have a history of being used as sportsfields where organized teams travel to 

the location to play. The City will monitor use of these amenities going forward to determine 

the level of impact and to examine solutions. 

2. Bylaw cannot handle the amount of complaints to police the park 
properly. 

Bylaw regularly patrols unfenced leash-free area and the fenced leash-free area at Peter 

Misersky Park. Bylaw can only enforce bylaws applicable to the use of the leash-free facility.  

Examples include the Animal Control Bylaw, Stoop and Scoop Bylaw and Noise Bylaw.   

If someone breaks a rule, the person(s) will be advised that they are violating a signed rule 

and to stop.  If they continue, the Trespass to Property Act may be invoked to have the 

person removed and possibly charged.    

3. Apparently Bylaw complaints don’t apply. The noise continues and the 
dog owners leave. 

Staff and bylaw officers have been on site to investigate noise. They have documented that 

the noise is not persistent and cannot be addressed through the City’s Noise Control Bylaw.  

The City has heard from residents that there are noise issues on this site and will examine if 

there are ways to reduce or mitigate these impacts. 

4. Can staff stop dogs from barking? 

Staff cannot stop dogs from barking. 

5. The dog waste receptacle should be inside the fence if possible. 

The dog waste receptacle must be placed outside the fenced area for public safety and easy 

access for maintenance and waste removal. 

6. How is this being policed? 

Users are expected to follow the rules and to conduct themselves in a manner that is 

appropriate for a public facility that is shared with many users. Residents and dogs that are 

not able to follow the rules should not use the site. Please report all concerning behaviour to 

bylaw at 519-837-2529. 

It is important that Bylaw is aware of any issues and concerns regarding the misuse at 

fenced leash-free facilities. The City will track and use the data collected over time to assess 

where staff education on the rules can be improved or build a case for the removal of 

fenced dog parks where infractions and misuse occur regularly, as outlined in the policy.   

http://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/NoiseControlBylaw.pdf
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7. How often will garbage be disposed of? If they are used? 

Dog waste is being collected and disposed of every three weeks. The City and its contractor 

monitor the Sutera dog waste container and can respond to maintenance or disposal issues 

as required. Stoop and scoop bylaw is mandatory throughout the City including fenced 

leash-free facilities. Additional garbage cans have been added to the Peter Misersky Park. 

8. Will noise levels at the Bristol Street off-leash dog park be anything like 

those at Misersky Park when I visited Saturday morning? 

Like any park, noise is present when in use. There will be times during the day where the 

fenced leash-free area is heavily used. The City does not expect noise to exceed levels 

similar to a booked soccer field with up to eight teams playing at once, however, staff will 

continue to monitor noise. It is anticipated that as the City provides more fenced dog parks 

noise will lessen as users spread themselves across various locations. 

Location and site 

1. Why should we pay for dog feces disposal as tax payers?  Dog owners – 
take it home. 

The City and our community has sustainable waste management goals.  We heard from the 

community that sustainable waste management is important and should be a priority for 

these types of amenities. Sustainable waste management is a pillar in Guelph’s Strategic 

Plan: Plan and design an increasingly sustainable city as Guelph grows. 

Part of living in an inclusive, accessible and environmentally-responsible community is 

contributing to services that give value to how we all live, work and play here. It’s that very 

mentality that makes Guelph a great place to live.   

2. Can former jail property be used? 

No. The York District Lands are owned by the province and the City has no jurisdiction over 

those lands. 

3. What other large open space is available?  Not parks and sports fields. 

All of Guelph’s developable lands are within city limits. During the research phase of the 

Leash-Free Policy, the City analyzed potential locations suitable for a fenced leash-free 

facility and concluded that park spaces offered the best scenarios.  Large open spaces that 

are not already in the park inventory would likely require significant funds to acquire or 

significant funds to build. 

56 per cent of the 744 residents that responded to the leash-free survey said that having 

fenced leash-free locations that are accessible is important.  Out of all locations reviewed, 

there was not one location that did not present some form of impact. 

4. Would you want a leash free dog park across the street from your 

home?  If the answer is no, how can you expect Bristol Street residents 
to accept one in our neighbourhood? 

City staff are committed to offering services to all people. The City heard that 53 per cent of 

participants during engagement selected ‘lack of fenced leash-free areas’ as their number 

one concern with current leash-free areas in parks. An additional 30 per cent selected ‘dogs 

https://guelph.ca/plans-and-strategies/strategic-plan/sustaining-our-future/
https://guelph.ca/plans-and-strategies/strategic-plan/sustaining-our-future/
https://guelph.ca/plans-and-strategies/guelph-innovation-district-york-district-lands/
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wandering out of leash-free areas’ as their top concern which can also be attributed to a 

lack of fenced leash-free areas.  Lastly, 56 per cent of the respondents to the leash-free 

survey said that having fenced leash-free locations that are accessible is important.  Based 

on the information, a convenient, fenced leash-free area was something that the 

participating community desired. 

It is clear that some members of the community are not happy with how the site evaluation 

criteria led to site selection. The City will examine options to determine how to balance 

resident concerns with issues identified by the broader community. 

5. When we are consistently being told children are not active enough, 
why did you decide to use their soccer park for a leash free dog park? 

6. Why, in a time when we are consistently being told our children are not 
getting enough exercise, did you remove children from the soccer field 
so dogs can destroy the soccer turf the City has invested a great deal of 

money and upkeep? 

Bristol Street Park will continue to provide a recreation space for children.  There are four 

soccer fields in Bristol Street Park.  The proposed layout for Bristol Street take the space of 

three.  The fourth will remain open for general recreation use. 

There is a new signalized pedestrian crossing at Wellington Street just west of this site that 

provides safe pedestrian access to Silvercreek Park.  Silvercreek Park contains two shade 

structures, barbeque pits, open green space, a new trail, two looped recreational trails to 

access the river, a skate park, seating, naturalized plantings and other park amenities.  This 

park is about a five-minute walk from the Bristol Street Park parking lot. Within a 10-minute 

walk, located further east are additional soccer fields and a washroom facility as well as 

further trails and other similar park amenities. 

The leash-free facility does eliminate some of the space that has been used for soccer, but 

offers an additional recreation opportunity for other users. Staff have added four additional 

soccer fields to Eastview Community Park in 2019 as part of the build out of the Eastview 

Community Park Master Plan.  The layout for the fenced area has been included at the end 

of this document. 

There are over 100 other parks in Guelph offering many programmed and non-programmed 

recreational opportunities.   

7. Look at Inkerman site location between 2 tracks instead. 

This site is the Howitt Creek Flood Control Facility and was not examined because it serves 

an engineering function and was considered as an appropriate site for leash free 

recreational opportunities at the time.  There is no access to this site and there is no 

opportunity for parking.  Any pedestrian access to the site would require users to cross the 

rail lines. 

8. Will new lighting be added? 

No. The budget does not allow for lighting and the rules for these sites have been 

established recognizing that they are not located in areas that are appropriate for lighting.  

We have heard that lit facilities that are located in areas that will not impact adjacent uses 

should be explored further. Staff will explore how this fits within the overall community 

vision for future recreation opportunities as part of the parks and recreation master plan. 
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Can staff guarantee dog owners a post-10 p.m. facility? 

Not at this time. 

9. Was the location(s) chosen by Council unanimous? (It was 7-6?) 

The decision to adopt the implementation plan was unanimous.  This included the locations. 

10. Why did you decide to use a soccer pitch? (Now kids can’t use it) 

Bristol Street Park is a community park with parking and a flat grade.  Both of these 

qualities lend themselves nicely to the development of a large fenced leash-free facility. The 

site fits the scope and budget that was approved to build these facilities.  It has vehicular 

access and parking.  The use of the space as existing sports fields are high traffic, noisy and 

busy.  Converting to a dog park would mean that it is not accessible for soccer use, however 

many of the existing impacts of the current use would be similar to what is being 

considered. In other locations, the City would have needed to install parking areas and 

grade areas below the fence to ensure that the fence will contain dogs effectively.  Adding 

fencing to this location fit the budget and allowed the facility to follow many of the best 

practices that are desirable for these types of amenities. Four mini-soccer fields were added 

to Eastview Community Park and an area that is the equivalent to one soccer field remains 

available for recreational or unstructured use at Bristol Street Park. 

11. How did we decide capacity? 

The Peter Misersky Park and Bristol Street Park fenced leash-free areas are the City’s first 

fenced facilities. The City offers eight other unfenced sites and a further 41 sports fields that 

can be used when not occupied.  It is difficult to gauge how many users will use one specific 

site. The intention is that this range of options will suit all users. Staff will monitor its use to 

better understand demand. 

12. Where did you get the info for where to place the leash free area 

from? 

Criteria was established in the approved Leash-Free Policy based on research, stakeholder 

input and comparator municipalities.  This was examined against the available park 

inventory.  Sites that were not large enough, had adjacency to schools or premier sports 

fields, had poor sightlines or had a history of inappropriate use or significant vandalism were 

eliminated.  Sites without vehicular access or parking were also eliminated. 

Note that the Peter Misersky site was selected prior to the significant vandalism that 

occurred when a portion of the playground was burned down. 

Lastly, sites that would require significant investment or would require significant grading to 

ensure that the fence would be installed without gaps that would create risks for dogs were 

eliminated because the project budget would not allow for that level of site investment. 

With input from stakeholders and internal agencies, Bristol Street Park was the best 

available site. 

13. In checking dog parks, on and off leash, throughout the Province, 

none are placed directly in the face of residential areas, i.e. directly 
across the street from the front door of the homes of residents.  Why 

https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/council_minutes_062419.pdf
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did you decide to do this?  What actual research did you honestly do 
before making any decision regarding leash free dog parks? 

During the development of the Leash-Free Policy, the City researched and engaged with five 

comparator municipalities: Burlington, Centre Wellington, Hamilton, Kitchener and Oakville.   

Locations for fenced leash-free areas were determined through the research phase of the 

development of the Leash-Free Policy that formed an Implementation Plan.  Criteria for the 

locations were based on the approved Leash-Free Policy for the development of new leash-

free areas. 

The sites selected are heavily constrained by park inventory. The City selected sites that fit 

the criteria we noted above in question 12. The City did not consider acquiring new sites, 

sites that would negatively impact the environment or co-locating on engineering sites. 

These facilities are intended to provide recreation opportunities for dog owners, just like 

tennis courts provide recreation opportunities for tennis players.  Not all amenities will 

provide everything for every user and the City must balance how opportunities are provided 

to satisfy a diverse population. 

The City selected sites that have a history of active and programmed use anticipating that 

these sites had existing or previous traffic and noise factors, and the new use would not be 

invasive. Staff have heard that this should be examined, however, the available park 

inventory limits sites that meet the criteria for access, parking, and sightlines without 

significantly more capital investment. 

Traffic and parking 

1. Please consider traffic impacts and parking issues. 

Traffic to the Bristol Street Park fenced leash-free area is not expected to exceed the 

amount of traffic currently experienced when a mini-soccer event was taking place at the 

same site. Peak times are expected to be in the mornings and late afternoon, but most use 

would be spread out throughout the day. Staff will monitor ongoing traffic impacts. 

2. How many parking spaces are there? 

Bristol Street Park currently offers enough space for 45 vehicles. 

General questions and comments 

1. Are dogs more important than children? 

The community identified the need for a fenced leash-free facility through community 

engagement.  One group is not more important than the other.  Staff have made efforts to 

accommodate multiple users on this site by using three of the four available soccer fields for 

leash-free and ensuring that there is safe access to other nearby parks. 

2. Where are you suggesting neighbourhood residents take their children 
to run, play soccer, and play catch with their parents and friends? 

Bristol Street will have the equivalent of one soccer field available for use. 
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Silvercreek Park, adjacent to Bristol Street Park (south of Wellington Road) is a five-minute 

walk from the Bristol Street Park parking lot using the signalized crossing.  The site is 6.89 

hectares of park space including amenities such as, trails, a skate park, and restroom 

facilities.  There are other soccer fields located within a 10-minute walk in Silvercreek Park.  

Other recreation opportunities for more informal recreation are available in Silvercreek Park 

which is about a five-minute walk from the Bristol Street Parking lot.  

Howitt Park is a 3.99 hectare community park located about 10-minutes from the Bristol 

Street Park parking lot.    

Residents can use our online park locator map to learn about more parks close to their 

neighbourhood.  

3. How did you get your position?  Hired?  Appointed?  Assigned?  Who do 

you answer to? Where do you aspire to be as the result of this situation 
say, in a year from now? 

All City of Guelph employees are hired through a competitive process which is typically 

advertised through public job postings.  Employees in one way or another report to the 

Chief Administrative Officer of the City of Guelph.  The third question is best directed to a 

specific employee as not all employees share the same goals or objectives. 

4. Why do you think Guelph has to beat out other Municipalities in being 
the first to have the most fenced leash free dog park seven though they 
are majorly distressing and disrupting residential areas and showing 

how non-transparent you have been? 

Council approved three new fenced leash-free areas. The fenced leash-free area approved 

at Lee Street Park is an existing unfenced leash-free area.   

Lee Street Park is being re-evaluated like Bristol Street Park and Peter Misersky Park.  We 

heard the community desires a number of off-leash options. We are now hearing from some 

people that the fenced amenities are having a negative impact and the locations should be 

re-evaluated.  Staff will examine what we have heard and make recommendations to 

address some of these issues as part of a Council report that will go to Committee of the 

whole on February 3, 2020. 

5. Why does the park need to be open until 10pm? 

The fenced leash-free facility is not open until 10 p.m. A sign on site lists permitted hours of 

use as dawn to dusk.  

6. Would you allow your backyard to become a doggy-daycare? 

Staff have heard that this facility is a concern and will change how the community 

experiences the park. The City is committed to reviewing how we can move forward using 

resident feedback.  

Health and compliance concerns 

1. Have you consulted anyone regarding how many years the bacteria 
from dog feces / urine remains in the soil? 

https://guelph.ca/living/recreation/parks/all-parks/park-locator-android-version/
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Soil is an active environment for many micro bacteria that help eliminate many of the 

harmful bacteria you are referencing.  Sports fields, parks, sidewalks and all public areas 

are exposed to dog poop and pee. Users are required to remove waste to limit impacts and 

the City has provided waste containers to make it easy for users to do.  

2. Which departments did you contact for solid advice regarding leash free 
dog parks, i.e. U of Guelph Soil/Turf Dept., Public Health, and Dog 

Owner Assoc.? 

During the development of the Leash Free Policy, the City engaged with Wellington Dufferin 

Guelph Public Health, Guelph Humane Society, and internal City department, agencies and 

stakeholders.   

3. Have you consulted with Public Health as to the illnesses that can be 
contracted by people even just walking in a leash free dog park once the 

park is removed? 

Wellington Dufferin Guelph Public Health was consulted. There was no information or 

concerns noted related to this waste and human health.     

4. What about hygiene concerns for residents? 

City bylaws along with the rules and regulations posted at the site are in place to ensure 

that the site is clean.  Stoop and Scoop Bylaw is in full effect and dog owners are asked not 

to bring dogs into the fenced leash-free facility if they have an infectious disease. 

5. Did the City of Guelph obtain the GRCA’s approval for a “Leash Free 
Facility” at Bristol Street Park?  Are the City’s existing and proposed dog 

parks (fenced off-leash facilities) compliant with the current Zoning By-
law? 

GRCA approval for this work is not required.  To modify the fields into a leash free area does 

not require significant grading or significant earth moving, which is partly why the site was 

selected: the location, amenities and cost to implement were aligned to the scope of the 

project and the approved budget.  The space has a recreational function and will continue to 

provide a recreational function, albeit with a different recreational user and modified 

amenities to accommodate that user group. 

Regarding zoning concerns: the items that are being constructed are not considered 

structures, nor is a chain link fence considered an issue in the event of a flood. 

The City of Guelph Zoning By-law No. (1995)-14864 does not contain the defined term of 

“fenced off-leash facilities” at present.  The proposed facility at Bristol Street Park has FL 

zoning.  The FL zone again does not specifically state “fenced off leash facilities.”   

An important allowance contained within the Zoning By-law is the Public Use provision of 

Section 4.2.  This allows the City of Guelph to use lands for the public as long as the 

regulations are complied with.  The regulation reads: 

Despite anything else in this By-law, the City, a transportation system owned or operated 

by or for the City, any telephone or communications utility company operating within the 

City, any agency of the Federal or Provincial Government, and a company holding a 

Provincial license to transport or distribute natural gas may for the purposes of the public 

service, Use any land or erect or Use any Building, Structure or tower in any Zone subject 
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to: the Use of land or Building or Structure being in compliance with the regulations 

prescribed for such Zone or Use and subject to there being no outdoor storage of goods, 

materials or equipment in any Yard abutting a residential Zone. 

This allowance is relevant in the cases where “fenced off-leash facilities” is not a defined 

term.  The City shall comply with the regulations and a fence is not considered a structure 

under the Zoning By-law definition.  Therefore, the use of the land complies with the 

applicable regulations and the “fenced off-leash facilities” are permitted. 

 


