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Engagement summary  

Bristol Street dog park open house 

On November 20, 2019, City staff held an open house at City Hall in the Marg McKinnon Room that was 

open to anyone interested in attending. 

Process 

The Marg McKinnon room was set up to facilitate an open house process for residents who live close to 

Bristol Park and the general public. This format was meant to allow people to drop in, provide feedback, 

talk with staff and leave when satisfied. Five stations were set up with staff at each station to collect 

written feedback, answer questions and discuss the following:  

 Leash Free Policy 

 Bristol Park Site selection 

 The waste collection system (a representative from the vendor was available for questions at 

this station) 

 Fenced Leash Free rules 

 A section for additional comments and questions  

Participants began to arrive an hour before the start of the meeting.  As participants arrived they made 

it clear that they did not like the open house format and wanted to have a meeting with a presentation 

and question and answer period. City staff quickly set up extra seating and got agreement from the 

group to move to this type of meeting for the first hour and then allow for the open house format for 

the second hour. A few minutes into the presentation staff were interrupted and asked to stop and 

simply answer questions. Questions were recorded by the facilitator. Staff encouraged participants to 

record statements to ensure those comments were collected as well as the questions.  

Staff agreed to collect all comments and questions and to report back to those who registered with 

contact information with answers and next steps.  

Comments and questions from attendees 

 No transparency when this dog park was approved. We as Bristol St. residents had no 

knowledge of this dog park before construction began - unacceptable! 

 Suggest more open process and review 

 Not enough open discussion with public with Council 

 If consultation with residents were the designated parks are, had happened, before you would 

not be dealing with the anger, disappointment being verbalized tonight. 

 The "process" consultation was not done with those of us affected by the Park! 

 Late public notice 

 The policy needs to be revamped - only put into action July 2019.   

 Residents in the area should be consulted before shovels in the ground. 

 Don't like that we were not told about the dog park until work was underway. No transparency. 

 Why were the residents of Bristol Street not asked prior to work commencement? 

 No public consultation before designation of off-leash park. 

 Impact to residents was not considered. 

 Quality of life of residents not considered. 

 Proper planning and notification was not done. 

 Have multiple additional meetings and/or open houses before moving forward with Bristol Park. 

 Send out letters directly to residents in the area around Bristol to let them know about the 

possibility of a dog park. 

 Why did we not listen to best practice feedback received in our survey? 
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 What is the purpose of this meeting? 

 Which departments did you contact for solid advice regarding leash free dog parks, i.e. U of 

Guelph Soil/ Turf Dept., public Health, Dog Owner Association 

 Why do you think Guelph has to beat out other municipalities in being the first to have the most 

fenced leash free dog parks even though they are majorly distressing and disrupting residential 

areas and showing how non-transparent you have been. 

 In checking dog parks, on and off leash, throughout the province, none are placed directly in the 

face of residential areas, i.e. directly across the street from the front door of the homes of 

residents.  Why did you decide to do this?  What actual research did you honestly do before 

making any decision regarding leash free dog parks? 

 Why were information meetings not held way before your project began? 

 It would seem these meetings are just now being held because you got caught being extremely 

non-transparent and the peter Misersky Park residents went public on CTV for that, the rest of 

us than them. 

 It is unfortunate that consultation was not done with area residents before approval was given. 

 Why was decision made prior to having an open consultation with residents in each of the 

designated areas? Transparent governance?? No!!! 

 No consultation, notification, or knowledge of... prior to off leash park. 

 Dog Park installed without speaking to us.   

Rules 

A large display board with the rules for the leash free areas was posted at the front of the room. Bylaw 

staff were stationed here to answer any question people may have had about the rules and how they 

are enforced. Large post it notes, pens and markers were provided for participants to post their 

comments on the wall. This is to ensure that other people can see the thoughts and comments of 

others in the room. The questions asked, on the wall were: 

 What do you like about the rules? 

 What concerns you about the rules?  

Comments and questions from attendees 

 No toys allowed should be included in the rules. 

 Rules should be posted closer to park entrance and in larger font. 

 It is being used as a doggie day care. 

 Dog walkers are bringing multiple dogs to the park and will not be able to control dogs if a fight 

breaks out. 

 People need to keep moving with their dogs. 

 Why does the park need to be open until 10 pm? 

 No toys. 

 Bylaw can not handle the amount of complaints to police the park properly. 

Noise 

Comments and questions from attendees 

 Losing the tranquility of our park where we can sit peacefully - barking. 

 I am concerned about barking dogs 

 Noise issues 

 Too much noise - barking, fence clanging. 

 Noise from dogs, owners will impact residents. 

 Can staff stop dogs from barking? 



 

Page 3 of 6 City of Guelph Public Notice 

 How is this being policed? 

 Dog barking 

 Constant barking 

 Noise levels from barking dogs even though they are 'playing' changes the atmosphere of park. 

 Dog barking all day. 

 Apparently bylaw complaints don't apply.  The noise continues and the dog owners leave. 

 Disruption to a quiet residential area with many seniors that use the road for their exercise and 

park benches for recreation. 

Waste and health issues 

Comments and questions from attendees 

 Summary of this phase of discussion. 

 Why should we pay for dog feces disposal as tax payers?  Dog owners - take it home. 

 Potential mess. 

 It seems no one is aware of the stench that will come from the leash free park once the snow 

melts and the ground thaws in the spring. 

 Have you consulted anyone regarding how many years the bacteria from dog feces/urine 

remains in the soil? 

 Have you consulted with Public Health as to the illnesses that can be contracted by people even 

just walking in a leash free dog park once the park is removed? 

 How often will garbage be disposed of?  If they are used? 

 Waste management is sketchy. 

 The summer will be a concentrate of urine, fleas, and possible tics. 

 What about hygiene concerns for residents? 

 Lots of Garbage receptacles. 

 More garbage cans and at different locations in any dog park. 

 At 10pm at night with no lights owners aren't seeing where to pick up dog waste. 

Location 

Two large display board with maps for the leash free area at Bristol were posted. Parks and Open Space 

staff were stationed here to answer any question people may have had about the site and how the site 

was chosen. Large post it notes, pens and markers were provided for participants to post their 

comments on the wall. This is to ensure that other people can see the thoughts and comments of 

others in the room. The questions asked, on the wall were: 

 What do you like about the site? 

 What concerns you about the site?  

Policy 

A lap top where participants could access the policy and related documents and information was set up 

and Parks and Open Space staff were stationed here to answer any question people may have had 

about the policy. Large post it notes, pens and markers were provided for participants to post their 

comments on the wall. This is to ensure that other people can see the thoughts and comments of 

others in the room. The questions asked, on the wall were: 

 What do you like about the policy? 

 What concerns you about the policy?  

Comments and questions from attendees 
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 Parks are for people! 

 Older adults sit on benches for fresh air and to enjoy nature. 

 Young adults play soccer, ball on that field. 

 Families in apartments nearby use that space as outdoor space (playing, building snowmen). 

 Good location 

 The bigger the better! 

 We are losing open space where we play with our grandchildren. 

 Too close to residential property! 

 People in meeting were adamant that this site is too small - so Bristol Park is not suitable. 

 All balconies of our building face this park and we are worried about quality of life. 

 Stop this Dog Park!!! 

 Location is close to me.  I can walk there which I like. 

 In other parks and sports fields, i.e. industrial 

 What about open space other than Park/Sportsfield 

 Why, in a time when we are consistently being told our children are not getting enough exercise, 

did you remove children from the soccer field so dogs can destroy the soccer turf the city has 

invested a great deal of money and upkeep. 

 Can former Jail property be used? 

 What other large open space is available?  Not parks and sports fields 

 Look at Inkerman site location between 2 tracks instead. 

 The location is good because it is a central location.  It is easily accessible via car, or walking the 

path. 

 Leave Lee street as leash free park, not fenced, cooperating with the school usage. 

 Privacy for residents on Leacock Ave is gone. 

 The existing park is much too small. 

 Do not build Bristol. 

 Take out Peter Misersky Dog Park. 

 Find an area that tis completely outside of residential area to build a park. 

 Alternate spot for off leash - near railway tracks on Silvercreek Street bordered by memorial and 

Omar Streets. 

 Please consider industrial areas and brownfield areas. 

 Would you want a leash free dog park across the street from your home?  If the answer is no, 

how can you expect Bristol Street residents to accept one in our neighbourhood. 

 Do not proceed with Bristol Park. 

 Open a park in a non-residential area. 

 Why did you decide to use a soccer pitch?  (now kids can't use it) 

 How did we decide capacity? 

 Soccer field has been taken away from children. 

 Since most dogs will arrive in a vehicle I sincerely hope you will consider the dog park to be 

somewhere else. 

 When we are consistently being told children ae not active enough, why did you decide to use 

their soccer park for a leash free dog park? 

 Would like this area to remain a park. 

 Should be on outskirts of city 

 Put outside the city in a large park of their own. 

 Close Misersky Park. 

 Put in non-residential area with large space with trees and trails. 

 Been a dog owner for 30+ years - dog parks attended have been in industrial areas and bigger. 

 Too small. 

 Shade should be available at any dog park. 

 I support - can walk to it. 

 Fun to let my dog exercise off leash and play with other dogs. 

 This is prime park area in downtown. 
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Traffic and parking 

Comments and questions from attendees 

 Concerned about all day increase of traffic - much different from scheduled times from soccer. 

 We were told gravel parking lot holds 45 vehicles - we live across road and cannot believe the 

high number estimate. 

 Lots more traffic on adjacent streets. 

 Doubt there are 45 spots now that waste disposal has been added on street parking is limited 

already because apartment buildings have few visitor spots. 

 Currently an apartment building on Waterloo Ave. is having their parking lot redone and they 

are parking on Bristol. 

 Please consider traffic impact going from Bristol onto Edinburgh. 

 South moving cars on Edinburgh going very fast down hill. 

 How many parking spaces are there? 

 Increase in traffic. 

 Increased traffic and Parking 

 Increased traffic and parking issues. 

 Traffic has quadrupled. 

 People park in my spot. 

 Not enough parking. 

 Affecting residents negatively. 

Mayor and Council 

Comments and questions from attendees 

 It would be wise to put everything on hold until all of this uproar is straightened out! 

 Council is not present to hear public discussion - not comments 

 Go to Council; verbalize all the concerns and reverse the decision. 

 Can we hold off until everyone has had an opportunity to hear about the park? 

 Can staff guarantee dog owners a post 10pm facility? 

 Did council know what they were approving? 

 What is the cost of the project? 

 Was the location(s) chosen by Council unanimous? (It was 7-6?) 

 If you get a lot of concerns re this, might this go to Council? 

 Is it too late for the city to "think outside the park"? 

 Where did you get the info for where to place the leash free area from? 

 When Mayor Guthrie is consistently saying how vital transparency is, what made you think that 

transparency didn't apply to this situation? 

 How did you get your position?  Hired?  Appointed?  Assigned?  Who do you answer to?  Where 

do you aspire to be as the result of this situation say, in a year from now? 

 What has mayor Guthrie said to you about all of this? 

 Emailed Councillor Piper and Downer regarding concerns and haven't heard from them. 

 Left a voice message for Councillor Piper - no return call. 

 Why weren't residents informed that the park was being considered for an off leash dog facility? 

General comments and questions 

A glass rolling white board was stationed in a corner of the room with a message asking for additional 

feedback. This was not staffed but staff at other stations or elsewhere in the room encouraged people 

to provide general feedback if it could not be captured at the other stations. Large post it notes, pens 
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and markers were provided for participants to post their comments on the white board. This is to 

ensure that other people can see the thoughts and comments of others in the room.  

Comments and questions from attendees 

 We hope this moves forward! 

 Will other new lighting be added? 

 Canada geese and ducks graze in this park. 

 I am very supportive of the proposed leash free park at Bristol Street because I can walk to it - 

not everybody drives!!  I do use this park on a weekly basis with my dog.  I love allowing my 

dog to use a leash free area. 

 Dog owners are disrespectful to residents. 

 Are dogs more important than children? 

 To continue with the dog park is putting us (seniors) in a position of becoming shut-ins. 

 Where are you suggesting neighbourhood residents take their children to run, play soccer, and 

play catch with their parents and friends? 

 The residents of all three park areas would be severely impacted by the leash free dog parks 

immediately across the street. 

 Where are residents going to go with their grandchildren, young children to play, read, and have 

fun? 

 Some like to just sit on benches and read and have peaceful time. 

 Families used to play soccer and sit on benches and walk through park and enjoy nature. 

 No place for Grandparents to play with grandchildren. 

 The park used by families in the evenings and on weekends, apart from regular soccer games. 

 I loved to hear children playing on the soccer field. 

 Bought property because of greenspace and quietness and the dog park will bring down property 

value. 

 Spend money on putting children's activity centres in parks.  Put in a playground. 

 What is the cost of putting in this leash free area? 

 I have a special needs son who is now terrified to walk in that area. 

 I fear my property value has decreased. 

 There are angry owners and dog fights. 

 People have trespassed in our condo area. 

 People seeking to make money from walking dogs and are at the park - they let them all off 

least at once. 

 Bark chips for mud. 

 $100,000 is too expensive. 

 6 foot fences are needed at a minimum. 

 Other communities have a locked gate and city staff open/close each day.  If the City can do it 

for wading pools they can do it for the off leash fenced parks. 

Other 

Comments and questions from attendees 

 Seniors safety will be in jeopardy. 

 Property value will be negatively impacted. 

 Not as safe to live out my retirement years. 

 Have had negative occurrences at other leash free parks in other cities with dog owners using 

the park. Once was bitten. 

 Residents in the open house were venting anger and I felt bad for city staff who were very 

professional.  I was embarrassed by the tone and temperament of the citizens in attendance.  I 

felt I couldn't raise my hand and indicate that I was supportive of the proposed park. 


