
2026 Municipal Election



• Introductions

• Municipal election information

• Election Sign By-law information

• Questions

Agenda 



Online Voter Registration
September 1 to October 9

Voters’ List in the Candidates’ Portal
Posted by September 1

Voters’ List 



Vote by mail by request
September 1 – October 9, 2026

Vote from home by request
September 1 – October 9, 2026

Vote in-person (Advanced)
 October 10 – 18
 Vote anywhere in the city

Each location meets full accessibility standards and offers 
accessible voting devices.

Vote early 



October 26
10 am – 8 pm

VOTE anywhere in your ward
City Hall will be a vote-anywhere location, 
offering a scent-free room and accessible 
marking devices.

        Each location meets full accessibility standards and 
one location within each ward will offer accessible voting 
devices.

Vote election day 



• What to expect on voting days

• Role of scrutineers

• Reporting unofficial and official results

• Inaugural and orientation schedule

On and after Election Day 



Key dates

• December 31, 2026 – Campaign period ends

• March 30, 2027 at 2 PM – Deadline to file financial 
statements without a fee

• April 29, 2027 at 2 PM – Deadline to file financial 
statements with a late filing fee

Penalties under the Municipal Elections Act
Section 88.23 (1) and (2)

Financial filing 



Session 4 – Municipal Finance and Budget

• August 26, 2026 – Council Chambers (City Hall)

o Location: Council Chambers – City Hall

o Time: 6 PM – 8 PM

o Attend in person or remotely

o Session will be recorded

Upcoming Candidate Session



Cory McKeown 
Supervisor, Bylaw and Security

Introductions



The do’s and don’ts



Where can signs be placed?

• Signs are permitted on private property 
with owner/occupant consent.

• Residential properties: One sign per 
candidate per property (or one per unit in 
multi-unit buildings, spaced at least 1 m 
apart).

Election Sign By-Law

Election Sign By-Law

https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Election-Sign-Bylaw-2026-Consolidation.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Election-Sign-Bylaw-2026-Consolidation.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Election-Sign-Bylaw-2026-Consolidation.pdf


Where can signs be placed?

• Commercial/Industrial properties: 
One sign per candidate for every 500 m of 
frontage.

• Municipal candidates may only place signs 
in wards where they are officially 
nominated.

Election Sign By-Law



Where can signs be placed?

Highway Boulevards

• Not on the roadway.
• At least 1 metre from a curb or pavement 

edge.
• Not on medians or traffic islands.

Election Sign By-Law



Where can signs be placed?

Highway Boulevards

• At least 3 metres from a school crossing.
• At least 10 metres from a traffic signal or 

stop-sign intersection.
• Minimum spacing between same candidate 

signs: 10 m residential, 50 m 
commercial/industrial.

Election Sign By-Law



Signs are NOT permitted:

• On City or Provincial public property, 
including parks.

• Cannot be attached to trees, utility poles, 
light standards, or other infrastructure.

• On bridges or highway structures.
• Prohibited within 100 metres of a voting 

place on voting day, except on residential 
private property.

Election Sign By-Law



Content Requirements on the Sign:

• Must identify who is responsible for the 
message.

• Third-party signs must include contact 
information.

• Cannot use the City of Guelph logo or 
municipal election logo.

Election Sign By-Law



Removal Requirements:

• All signs must be removed within 72 hours 
after election day.

• Permit fee may be refunded if signs are 
removed on time and no fines are 
outstanding.

• Non-compliant or hazardous signs may be 
removed by the City at the owner’s 
expense.

Election Sign By-Law



Common Enforcement Concerns:

• Signs on public property or parks
• Signs attached to poles or trees
• Signs too close to intersections or school 

crossings
• Signs less than 1 metre from curb

Election Sign By-Law



Common Enforcement Concerns:

• Improper spacing between signs
• Signs erected before permitted dates
• Signs not removed within 72 hours after 

election
• Signs within 100 metres of voting locations
• Oversized or illuminated signs

Election Sign By-Law



Additional Resources

• Election Sign By-law (PDF)

• Municipal Election Sign Information for 
Candidates and Third-Parties (PDF)

• Email guelphvotes@guelph.ca to contact 
By-law

https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Election-Sign-Bylaw-2026-Consolidation.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Election-Sign-Bylaw-2026-Consolidation.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Election-Sign-Bylaw-2026-Consolidation.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Election-Sign-Bylaw-2026-Consolidation.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Municipal-Election-Sign-information-2026.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Municipal-Election-Sign-information-2026.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Municipal-Election-Sign-information-2026.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Municipal-Election-Sign-information-2026.pdf
https://guelph.ca/wp-content/uploads/Municipal-Election-Sign-information-2026.pdf
mailto:guelphvotes@guelph.ca
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