
Please recycle! 

 

 - ADDENDUM - 

 

 - GUELPH CITY COUNCIL MEETING - 
 

July 23, 2012 
 

********************************************************** 
 

CONSENT REPORTS 
 
a) Planning & Building, Engineering and Environment Committee 

 
PBEE-P-1 Blue Community Presentation by Robyn Hamlyn 

 
Correspondence: 

- Norah Chaloner, Keith Bellairs – Co-Chairs, Council of Canadians, Guelph 
Chapter / Geroge Kelly, Co-Chair, Guelph-Wellington Coalition for Social 

Justice 
 

b) Consent Agenda  

 
A-1) 2013 Budget Management 

 
THAT Council receive Finance report FIN-12-33 2013 Budget Management for 
information; 

 
AND THAT Council direct staff to develop a draft 2013 tax supported operating 

budget using a tax rate guideline of up to a 3% increase; 
 
AND THAT Council direct staff to incorporate a capital funding guideline of 20% of 

the prior year’s net tax levy into the draft 2013 tax supported operating budget; 
 

AND THAT Council direct staff to report back on possible uses for the Capita 
Renewal Reserve Fund as part of the 2013 draft budget; 
 

AND THAT Council direct staff to report back on possible alternative financing 
options as part of the 2013 draft budget; 

 
AND THAT Council direct staff to report back on the potential use of user fees and 
associated increases and use of other funding sources in the development of the 

draft 2013 tax supported operating budget; 
 

AND THAT Council provide staff with direction to consider the user of assessment 
growth to pay for growth as part of the draft 2013 tax supported operating 
budget; 

 
AND THAT Council direct staff to report back on the draft 2013 tax supported 

budget at a workshop to be held in early-September 2012. 
 



“THAT By-law Numbers (2012)-19433 to (2012)-19443, inclusive, 

are hereby passed.” 

 
 
 
BY-LAWS 

 
 
By-law Number (2012)-19440 
A by-law to dedicate certain lands 

known as Blocks 59 and 61, Plan 
61M151, as part of Norma Crescent, 

City of Guelph. 

 
To dedicate land as part of Norma 
Crescent. 

 

By-law Number (2012)-19441 
A by-law to authorize the execution of  
an Agreement between Ontario 

Water/Wastewater Agency Response 
Network (OnWARN) and The 

Corporation of the City of Guelph.  
(mutual Aid agreement for Water 
Services and Wastewater Services) 

 

To execute an agreement as approved 
by Council June 25, 2012 with respect 
to Emergency Aid through Participation 

in Ontario Water/Wastewater Agency 
Response Network. 

 
By-law Number (2012)-19442 

A by-law to authorize the acquisition of 
property described as Part Lot 52, 

Registered Plan 221, designated as Part 
1, Reference Plan 61R2413, City of 
Guelph.  

 
To authorize the acquisition of land. 

 
By-law Number (2012)-19443 

A by-law to confirm the proceedings of 
meetings of Guelph City Council held 

July 17 and 23, 2012. 

 
To confirm the proceedings of Council 

meetings held July 17 and 23, 2012. 

 

 



From: coc.guelph@gmail.com [mailto:coc.guelph@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Council of 

Canadians Guelph Chapter 
Sent: July 20, 2012 7:40 AM 

To: Andy VanHellemond; Bob Bell; Cam Guthrie; Gloria Kovach; Ian Findlay; Jim Furfaro; June 
Hofland; Mayors Office; Karl Wettstein; Leanne Piper; Lise Burcher; Maggie Laidlaw; Todd Dennis 

Cc: Dolores Black 

Subject: Please support Blue Communities 

 

Dear Mayor Farbridge and City Council. 

The Guelph chapter of the Council of Canadians and the Wellington Water Watchers 
want to protect our groundwater resources and the public utility that supplies our water. 
We would hope that city council and city staff would also stand for these principles. 
Therefore we would like Guelph to become a Blue Community as other cities have done: 
cities such as Niagara Fall, Ajax, Burnaby, St Catharines, North Vancouver and Victoria. 

The three requirements to become a Blue Community are: 

1. recognizing water as a human right;  

2. promoting publicly financed, owned and operated water and wastewater services; 
and  

3. banning the sale of bottled water in public facilities and at municipal events. 

The Blue Community project is supported by the Council of Canadians and the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees (CUPE). 

We thank the Planning Committee for recognizing water as a human right. The third 
point may have gone off-track at the committee: we do not ask to ban bottled water in 
municipal facilities, but we do think that the city should not SELL bottled water when 
clean, fresh Guelph water is available. 

The second point, protecting our publicly owned water and wastewater operations, would 
seem to us to be entirely non-controversial. Surely there are no plans in the works to sell 
off these departments of the city government? Even a hypothetical discussion of such a 
massive change would require extensive consultation. 

With respect to the privatization of water services, we very much oppose the idea of 
public private partnerships (P3s). The history of P3s shows that the long term stream of 
guaranteed private profits is carried by future taxpayers and often with a concealed rate of 
return. It is easy for politicians to use public private partnerships as a form of off-book 
financing to appear to be prudently managing infrastructure costs when these secretive 
arrangements conceal many problems. Corporations love them because the public bears 
the risks and they get the profits.  

P3 hospitals in Ontario have been an eye-opener. The cost for the P3-built North Bay 
hospital was 5 times as costly as the publicly financed Peterborough hospital. The 



William Osler hospital in Brampton cost 3 times as much as the Peterborough one. These 
are the verifiable shocking outcomes for the costs per bed. But those profits come with 
many problems that you can find outlined in a short history of flawed and failed P3s. 
Problems such as lost accountability, higher costs and poor quality. Hundreds of millions 
of dollars lost by each community. http://cupe.ca/updir/Flawed_Failed_Abandoned_-
_Final.pdf will give you details of the raw deals in cities all over the country. Eg. 
Moncton, Hamilton, Halifax, Nanaimo and Vancouver. .  

We believe that P3s are the wrong model for good stewardship of our public resource. 
For our community we would like your support for our public water infrastructure.  

We are concerned that Guelph not go down the road to privatization. The Canada-EU 
Comprehensive, Economic and Trade Agreement that is being negotiated by the federal 
government may make public utilities a target for multi-national corporations. Please take 
a stand now for the future of our city. 

Sincerely,  

Norah Chaloner, Keith Bellairs co-Chairs Council of Canadians, Guelph Chapter.  

George Kelly co-Chair Guelph-Wellington Coalition for Social Justice 

 

 

 

http://cupe.ca/updir/Flawed_Failed_Abandoned_-_Final.pdf
http://cupe.ca/updir/Flawed_Failed_Abandoned_-_Final.pdf
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