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TO   City Council 

 
SERVICE AREA Operations, Transit & Emergency Services 

 
DATE   June 4, 2013 

 
SUBJECT Lottery Licensing Policy for Eligible Charitable/Non-profit 

Organizations-Hamilton Ti-Cats home games 

 
REPORT NUMBER OTES061318 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To seek a Council resolution to permit the issuance of lottery licences to eligible 
Hamilton based Charity/Non-Profit organizations to conduct lotteries at Hamilton 
Ti-Cats home games held within the City of Guelph. 

 

KEY FINDINGS 
The Hamilton Ti-Cats routinely permit Hamilton area charities/non-profit 
organizations to conduct licensed 50/50 raffles during their home games as a 

means for these organizations to raise revenue in support of their programs.  
 
The Hamilton Ti-Cats would like to continue this relationship with Hamilton 

organizations during their season in Guelph; however, a resolution passed in 
2007 by City Council restricts the issuance of lottery licences to charitable 

organizations based in Guelph or Wellington County. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The City of Guelph will receive a nominal increase in revenue for the issuance of 
lottery licences for the 9 Hamilton Ti-Cats home games.  

 
ACTION REQUIRED 
To receive staff’s report and to pass a resolution supporting the issuance of 
lottery licences to eligible Hamilton based Charity/Non-Profit organizations to 

conduct lotteries at Hamilton Ti-Cats home games within the City of Guelph. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
1. That the Council report OTES061318 dated June 4, 2013 seeking a resolution 

to support the issuance of lottery licences to eligible Hamilton based 

Charity/Non-Profit organizations to conduct lotteries at Hamilton Ti-Cats 
home games within the City of Guelph be received. 
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2. That as stated in Council report OTES061318 dated June 4, 2013 that Council   
waive the following 2008 Council resolution;  
 

 That lottery licences continue to be issued to eligible charitable/ 

 non-profit organizations from the City of Guelph and the County  
 of Wellington only. 

 
3. That for the lotteries conducted at Hamilton Ti-Cats games held within the 

City of Guelph that lottery licences be issued to eligible charitable/non-profit 

organizations from the City of Guelph, the County of Wellington, the City of 
Hamilton, or any other eligible charitable/non-profit organizations as 

supported by the Hamilton Ti-Cats. 
 

BACKGROUND 

 
Under the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) regulations, 
municipalities have the authority to issue lottery licences for eligible charities/non-
profit organizations within the Province of Ontario. Further, the AGCO guidelines 

permit municipalities the authority to attach terms and/or conditions to the 
issuance of lottery licences in addition to those established by the Province.  

 
In 2007 staff presented a report to the Finance and Corporate Services Committee 
recommending that the issuance of lottery licences within the City of Guelph be 

restricted to eligible charitable/non-profit organizations based in the City of Guelph.  
This recommendation was to ensure that organizations within the City had the 

opportunity to raise funds at local events, including Guelph Storm games and did 
not have to compete for these opportunities with organizations outside the City of 
Guelph. 

 
Following this report, Council approved a resolution and on April 28, 2008 

reconfirmed the following resolution. 
 
That lottery licences continue to be issued to eligible charitable/non profit 

organizations from the City of Guelph and the County of Wellington only. 
 

REPORT 
 

On Friday, May 31st staff was contacted by Hamilton Ti-Cats to advise staff that 
50/50 raffles are conducted at their home games by Hamilton based charities/non-
profit organizations, as a means for their local organizations to raise lottery funds. 

Staff was asked if permission could be granted to continue this practice during the 
Ti-Cats season in Guelph.   

 
Due to the 2008 resolution, staff are unable to issue licences to the Hamilton based 
charities.  Recognizing the unique situation with a Hamilton based team temporary 

playing within the City of Guelph and the negative impact that the 2008 resolution 
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will have on Hamilton Charities, staff are recommending that Council waive the 

2008 resolution for Hamilton Ti-Cats games held within the City of Guelph. Staff 
further recommends that Council pass a resolution restricting the issuance of lottery 

licences for lotteries held at these games to eligible the City of Hamilton, or any 
other eligible charitable/non-profit organizations as supported by the Hamilton Ti-

Cats. 
 
As permitted and regulated by the AGCO, the City’s administration fee to process 

lottery licences is 3% of the total prize value, as such, staff anticipate a nominal 
increase in lottery licensing revenue within the Licensing Division’s budget (720-

1025).   
 

CORPORATE STRATEGIC PLAN 
This report supports the following goals in the strategic plan; 
 

3.2 Be economically viable, resilient, divers and attractive for business 
 

DEPARTMENTAL CONSULTATION 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario 

City of Hamilton-Licensing Division 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
If the resolutions are passed by Council, the Hamilton Ti-Cats organization and the 

City of Hamilton will be notified and in turn will advise City of Hamilton charities 
requesting lottery licences. 
 

Report Author: Jennifer Jacobi, Licensing Coordinator 
   Bylaw Compliance, Security & Licensing Department  

    
 
 

 
 

 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Recommended By    Approved By 

Doug Godfrey     Shawn Armstrong     
Manager      Acting Executive Director, Operations, 

Transit Bylaw Compliance, Security   and Emergency Services 
& Licensing       519-822-1260, x 2125  
519-822-1260 x2520    shawn.armstrong@guelph.ca 

doug.godfrey@guelph.ca     
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