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City of Guelph Outside Water Use By-law 

Lawn Watering 
 
This fact sheet addresses irrigation of lawns, primarily on residential properties. 

Extent of End Use in City of Guelph 
 
Market research conducted with residents in 2012 on behalf of the City of Guelph indicated 
that the large majority (92 per cent) of people living in houses have a lawn.1

 

  Interestingly, 
nearly half (44 per cent) of residents claim they do not irrigate at all. Lawn frequency 
behaviour is summarized in the following graph: 

Frequency of Lawn Watering by Guelph Residents (2012) 
Q: In the summer months, how often do you water your lawn? 

 

 
Source: based on Oraclepoll (2012) 

Base = randomly selected residents (n= 402). 
 
 
Among those that water lawns in the summer, most do so for half an hour our less (60 per 
cent).  However, nearly a quarter (23 per cent) of people irrigate for upwards of an hour or 
more. 
 
Market research has also explored willingness of residents to undertake various conservation 
measures, including reducing time spent watering lawns or gardens. Those that answered 
“not applicable” were then asked a follow up question to explain their reasons for that 
response. Of those that found the question applicable, the great majority are either very 
willing or somewhat willing to reduce time spent watering. However, most people found that 
the question did not apply, generally because they are already doing it or do not have a lawn.  

                                            
1 Oraclepoll Research (2012).  Water Services Report.  Market research report prepared for City of 
Guelph. 18 June 2012. 
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Willingness of Guelph Residents to Reduce Time Watering Lawns or Gardens (2012) 
 

 
 

Source: based on Oraclepoll (2012); base of randomly selected residents (n= 402). 
 
The picture that emerges from this research is that while most Guelph homes have a lawn, 
watering behaviour varies dramatically from household to household. About half the people 
do not water at all during the summer. About another third only do so occasionally. The trend 
also appears to be towards irrigating less.   
 
A minority of households continue to irrigate biweekly or more frequently. However, even 
here the patterns vary, with most people doing so for short time periods (<30 minutes) but a 
small group doing so for upwards of an hour or more. Only a small minority of people (about 
5%) have automatic irrigation systems. 
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Best Management Practices for Efficient Use2

 
 

City of Guelph provides advice to residents on best practices for turfgrass watering through its 
Healthy Landscapes program. Optimal techniques include the following: 
 
Lawn watering 
  

• use a sprinkler that shoots low to the ground; 
• avoid allowing water to hit the driveway or street; 
• during summer, irrigate lawns once a week with about 2.5cm (1 inch) of water (if it 

has not rained); this may not keep a lawn from going dormant, but it will ensure that 
it survives the dry period;  

• you can let the lawn go almost completely dormant in hot weather; 
• set out a rain gauge or a tuna can then turn on the sprinkler, time to see how long it 

takes to get 2.5 cm of water, then use this as a schedule for subsequent watering. 
• use a rain gauge to judge how much water a lawn has received during rainfall; 
• when deciding when to water, watch for footprints remaining on the lawn after 

walking across it (instead of leaf blades bouncing back up); grasses also tend to turn 
darker in color as they go under drought stress; 

• new grass seed and sod will require 2.5 cm of water 2 to 3 times per week for the first 
3 weeks after which time you can water as for established lawns; 

• water problem areas by hand; many lawns have one or two spots that require more 
water than the rest of the lawn. 
 

Dormant lawns 
 

• decide at the beginning of the season to either water lawns consistently as needed 
throughout the season, or let lawns go dormant as conditions turn hot and dry; do not 
rotate back and forth; breaking the lawn’s dormancy actually drains large amounts of 
food reserves from the plant; 

• minimize walking on dormant grass; foot traffic or landscape equipment will crush and 
kill the grass and cause bare spots where weeds will invade; 

• do not mow grass when it is dormant. 
 
Mowing and maintenance 
 

• mow your lawn at a higher than normal height; this helps shade the soil, stops weeds 
from getting started and encourages roots to be stronger; 

• water that is not being absorbed quickly could mean a compaction or thatch problem 
and that the lawn needs aerating;  

• to reduce the possibility of having fertilizer wash away, do not water heavily soon 
after fertilizing; if heavy rains are in the forecast, hold off fertilizing until the weather 
has passed; 

• if thatch is more than 1.2 cm (1/2 in.) thick, the lawn should be dethatched; to 
reduce thatch build-up, avoid overwatering the lawn. 

                                            
2 Advice here is drawn from the City of Guelph’s Healthy Landscape program.  See 
http://guelph.ca/living/house-and-home/yard-and-garden/healthy-landscapes/water-wise-lawns-and-
gardens/. 

http://guelph.ca/living/house-and-home/yard-and-garden/healthy-landscapes/water-wise-lawns-and-gardens/�
http://guelph.ca/living/house-and-home/yard-and-garden/healthy-landscapes/water-wise-lawns-and-gardens/�
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Contribution to Overall Outdoor Water Use 
 

Indicator Impact 
Portion of customers that practice the end use Medium 
Average volume of water used each time the end use is practiced Large 
Average frequency with which customers practice the end use Moderate 
Contribution of end use to overall outdoor consumption High 

 
 


	City of Guelph Outside Water Use By-law
	Lawn Watering
	Extent of End Use in City of Guelph
	Best Management Practices for Efficient Use1F
	Contribution to Overall Outdoor Water Use


