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City of Guelph Outside Water Use By-law 

Garden Watering 
 
This fact sheet considers: 

• irrigation of flower and ornamental plant gardens of all kinds on residential and non-
residential properties (including container gardens); 

• irrigation of food gardens on both residential and non-residential properties. 
 

Extent of End Use in City of Guelph 
 
Recreational gardening is a widespread leisure activity in all Canadian communities, including 
Guelph. Many commercial, industrial and institutional operations also invest in having 
attractive garden beds in order to attract customers and maintain their reputations. 
 
Market research conducted with residents in 2010 on behalf of the City indicated that the 
large majority (91 per cent) of homeowners had flower or plant gardens.1

 

 Thirty-four percent 
(34 per cent) indicated that they have vegetable gardens. Among those with a plant or 
vegetable garden, the average time spent watering is 24 minutes. 

Average Time Spent Garden Watering in an Average Week (2010) 

 
Source: Metroline, Econnics and Copp Communications (2010); base = full sample 

 
In follow up market research completed in 2012, 89 per cent of respondents indicated that 
they have a flower garden.2

                                            
1 Metroline Research Group, Econnics and Copp Communications (2010).  Market Research Report - 
Water Conservation and Efficiency: A Comprehensive Market Research Study with Guelph Residents.  
Prepared for City of Guelph, August 2010. 

  Most people (72%) tend to water gardens for 30 minutes or less.  
Not surprisingly, higher volume water users are somewhat more likely to have a garden and 
are likely to water their gardens more frequently. In this survey, respondents were also asked 

2 Oraclepoll Research (2012) .  Water Services Report.  Market research report prepared for City of 
Guelph. 18 June 2012. 
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how often they typically water flower gardens during the summer months. Results are shown 
in the following chart. 
 
 

Frequency of Garden Watering by Guelph Residents (2012) 
Q: In the summer months, how often do you water your flower garden?  

 
Source: based on Oraclepoll (2012) 

Base = randomly selected residents (n= 402). 
 
 
Guelph residents have begun to embrace at least some water efficient landscaping practices 
such as mulching and growing drought tolerant plants. About two thirds of people have 
positive impressions of such gardens, and most of the rest are neutral. However, there 
remains confusion among many residents about “water efficient landscaping” actually means.  
The main barriers are perceptions that they do not look as nice and that they require extra 
cost and time to maintain. 
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Impression toward Having a Water-Efficient Garden (2010)

 
Source: Metroline, Econnics and Copp Communications (2010); base = full sample  

 

Best Management Practices for Efficient Use 3

 
 

City of Guelph provides advice to residents on best practices for garden watering through its 
Healthy Landscapes program.  Optimal watering techniques include the following: 
 
Garden Watering 
  

• water slowly, deeply, and less often to encourage deeper, more vigorous root growth; 
• young or new plantings require more moisture at the soil’s surface to help their roots 

get established; 
• water close to the ground to efficiently irrigate the plant’s roots; spraying plants from 

above creates leaf wetness which contributes to diseases and leaf injury; 
• if plants are established, healthy and in the correct location for sun and shade, they 

will be able to withstand some drought conditions; only water newly planted ones and 
usually just for the first year, keep an eye on them the second year and after that 
they should be fine; 

• the amount of water added to your gardens will be based on the type of species 
present; group plants according to the amount of water they need; 

• water drought resistant plants deeply once a week for the first three to four weeks to 
help them get established; once they are established, water only when needed;  

• it is normal for plants to look wilted on a hot summer afternoon; this is a natural 
adaptation to the heat; once it cools off at night, the plants will perk up again; if 
plants wilt at night, then they need a deep soak; 

• the best time of day to water gardens is first thing in the morning; watering at night is 
an alternative, but water should be added to the soil, not leaves and stems. 

                                            
3 Advice in this section is drawn from the City of Guelph’s Healthy Landscape program.  See 
http://guelph.ca/living/house-and-home/yard-and-garden/healthy-landscapes/water-wise-lawns-and-
gardens/.  

http://guelph.ca/living/house-and-home/yard-and-garden/healthy-landscapes/water-wise-lawns-and-gardens/�
http://guelph.ca/living/house-and-home/yard-and-garden/healthy-landscapes/water-wise-lawns-and-gardens/�
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Irrigation Systems 
   

• if possible, avoid watering gardens with an over fan-type sprinkler;  
• soaker hoses or drip irrigation systems are much more efficient, as they direct the 

water right to the root system, at a slow pace so that the soil can absorb it; not only is 
less water lost to evaporation and runoff, but foliage wetting and resulting spread of 
disease is prevented; 

• a soaker hose can be snaked around the base of plants, providing a slow, steady source 
of water; 

• drip irrigation is comprised of main lines and emitter lines which run straight down the 
rows of the garden; using a drip system on a mulched garden reduces water needs by 
up to 50 per cent; 

• use a watering can whenever possible; this approach is most efficient, as you can 
control exactly where water is applied. 

 
Vegetable garden watering 

 
• most vegetables need some watering to reach their full potential; however, with a few 

simple practices, water needs can be greatly reduced; 
• similar to established lawn and flower gardens, 1 inch (2.5 cm) of water per week is 

generally sufficient;  
• use a rain gauge to keep track of how much rain has fallen during the week, and 

provide additional water only as necessary;  
• generally, water more deeply but less frequently to encourage deeper, more vigorous 

root growth;  
• new seedlings will need to be watered more frequently, and vegetables grown in very 

sandy soil may prefer smaller amounts of water spread throughout the week; 
• time watering to when the plants need it most in their life cycle; for soft fruits and 

vegetables such as tomatoes, a little extra water is required while their fruit is 
setting; for leafy vegetables, more water is needed as their hearts develop; for peas 
and beans, add water when they are flowering; for potatoes, water when the tubers 
begin to form; 

• group vegetables and herbs according to their moisture needs; 
• do not waste water on herbs such as rosemary, sage, oregano, winter savory, and 

thyme, whose flavor is actually improved if grown in hot, dry conditions similar to 
those in their native countries; 

• perennial vegetables such as asparagus and rhubarb do not need frequent watering; 
• for maximum water penetration, prepare a flat soil surface; raised areas such as hills 

dry out more quickly, and water runs away from the root zone and is wasted; 
• container planting of vegetables will use more water than in-ground gardening; 

containers dry much faster than garden beds and rows. 
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Contribution to Overall Outdoor Water Use 
 

Indicator Impact 
Portion of customers that practice the end use High 
Average volume of water used each time the end use is practiced Medium 
Average frequency with which customers practice the end use Moderate 
Contribution of end use to overall outdoor consumption High 
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