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Water Efficiency Systems 
 

Efficient use of water in the home is essential for saving water, energy and money. By incorporating a hot 
water delivery system, reducing the amount of water used in the garden and with each flush of the toilet, you 
can take advantage of savings of up to 62% of your home’s daily water use! 

 
HOT WATER DELIVERY SYSTEM 
 
It is not uncommon for a standard household to waste as much as 30L of water down the drain per day 
while waiting for water to heat up in the shower or faucet. This not only wastes water but also the electricity 
and natural gas used to heat the water in the home.  Over one year, this can waste up to 10,950 litres of 
water and enough energy to power your television for an entire year*.       
All Silver and Gold certified Blue Built Homes come equipped with a hot water delivery system.  With the push 
of a button in the bathroom, this system will cycle the cold water within the home’s plumbing lines back to 
the water heater in order for you to have hot water at your fingertips, whenever you need it.     

 
GREYWATER REUSE AND RAINWATER HARVESTING SYSTEMS 
 
Toilet flushing, on average, accounts for 30% of a home’s total daily water use.  Standard home plumbing 
typically uses high quality drinking water to flush household toilets.   
 
Using high efficiency toilets will reduce the amount of fresh, clean water used per flush.  However, installing a 
greywater reuse or rainwater harvesting system eliminates the need for fresh, clean water in toilet and urinal 
flushing altogether! These systems work by recycling bath and shower water (greywater) or capturing 
rainwater from your roof—two great ways to reduce the amount of clean, fresh water you use in your home— 
and ultimately lower your water bills. 

Greywater reuse involves collecting and purifying bath and shower water in a home for future use.  This 
water is still considered high quality and can be recycled to offset water uses in the home which do not 
require drinking quality water.  The Ontario Building Code allows greywater to be used within a home for 
toilet and urinal flushing, and the priming of floor drains. Using “recycled” water for these purposes reduces 
your home’s drinking water demand, helps protect the environment and saves you money! 

Rainwater harvesting involves collecting rainwater and storing it for future use.  A rainwater harvesting 
system collects rain and melted snow and stores, disinfects and distributes it for use both indoors and out.  In 
Guelph, the approved uses for rainwater include toilet and urinal flushing, clothes washers, as well as 
landscaping and gardening.  Collecting and reusing precipitation throughout the year for these indoor and 
outdoor uses reduces your home’s drinking water demand by approximately 62%, saving you money and 
helping to protect the environment!** 
 

*Source: EPA 

**Content adapted from the Residential Rainwater Harvesting Design and Installation Best Practices Manual, City of Guelph, 
Version 1.0.  


