
Storefront redesigns and renovations 
should generally respect the original style 
of the building and use materials that 
relate to those of the existing building.

Lighting, signs, awnings and other 
components should respect the urban 
character of downtown Guelph.

Façade: 
the exterior front of a building facing the street

awning: 
a structure usually made 
of canvas that serves as a 
shelter over a storefront

Columns: 
vertical pillars or 
posts that either 
support building 
weight or act as 
decoration

CorniCe: 
ornamental 
horizontal molding 
projecting out from 
a façade; often at the 
top of a building

masonry:
stonework or 

brickwork

lighting:
subtle lighting 
illuminates signs and 
building features

PiCture or  
disPlay window: 

typically a large,  
single-paned window

sign band: 
area where a sign can 

be temporarily or 
permanently affixed 

to the building

Downtown Façade  
Improvement Guidelines



rePair and restoration
Choose cleaning products and methods based on 
the building materials e.g. do not sandblast brick 
surfaces or soft stone such as limestone or sandstone.

An experienced professional should perform any 
masonry re-pointing.

Repair cornices wherever possible.

Use photographs of other nearby cornices as a 
guide when repairing or installing cornices.

Façade materials
Wherever possible, restore original façade. Remove 
artificial cladding, metal siding or tiling in order to 
expose the original façade.

Reface existing façades using materials such as 
masonry rather than non-traditional materials.

Where appropriate, remove paint from masonry. 
Masonry should not be painted unless it has been 
painted historically. Stone masonry should never 
be painted.

windows and entranCes
Preserve original windows wherever possible. If an 
original window is at the end of its service life, 
choose a replacement window with the same size, 
shape, and style as the original.

Use clear window glass, and choose storm 
windows that resemble the inner window as 
closely as possible.

Avoid introducing shutters unless there is clear 
evidence indicating that they were present 
historically.

Use large, single-pane picture or display windows 
on the ground floor, and avoid placing banners in 
display windows.

Retain recessed doorways if they are architecturally 
significant.

Restore bricked over or closed upper storey 
windows.

signs
Choose signs (illuminated signs, individual letter 
signs, painted signs and projecting signs) that are 
designed to be compatible with the character of 
the area.

Avoid using backlit box signs, particularly on 
heritage buildings.

Signs should conform to the sign band. Place signs 
within the sign band so they do not project above 
or below it.

ProjeCtions and awnings
Select durable, fade-resistant materials, and choose 
colours that complement the façade. Consider 
retractable awnings where appropriate.

Awnings or projections overhanging the sidewalk 
require an encroachment agreement with the City 
of Guelph.

lighting
Use exterior lighting such as swan-neck lighting to 
illuminate signs, and use appropriate lighting  
in display windows. Consider night-time 
appearance, and illuminate architectural features 
where appropriate.

Illuminate any doorway recessions and  
secondary entrances.

Colour
Limit the number of colours used on the façade, 
and choose colours that compliment the brick, 
stone or other dominant façade material.

Bright accent colours may be appropriate for 
features such as front doors, window trim  
and awnings.
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