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Finding
solution
remains

challenge

>» CARE FACILITY FROM PAGE A1

“We’re aleader in the service provi-

sion of long-term care.”

Although surprised Extendicare is
pulling out and reluctant to say at this
early stage if St. Joseph’s will absorb
the other 192 beds, Walker said there
are good reasons for the LHIN to con-
sider St. Joe’s. Municipal buses stop at
its doorstep and the sprawling West-
mount Road location means there is

lots of land.

“Would I want to do it? Not sure
yet,” Walker said, but added the Exten-
dicare news isn’t bad timing for St.

Joe’s.

“We haven’t put a shovel in the
ground yet,” she said, adding con-
struction of the 96-bed addition isn’t

scheduled to start until next spring.

Guelph General Hospital patient
services vice-president Eileen Bain

was also surprised by the news.

She had wanted the Extendicare fa-
cility to open next year to free up beds
at Guelph General, which sometimes
has up to 40 patients “who should be
cared for in another setting” like a

long-term residence, she said.

Coming up with an interim solu-
tion with the LHIN, the planning and
funding body; is “going to be a signifi-
cant challenge for the Guelph Gener-

al,” Bain said.

Markham-based Extendicare, with
81 senior care facilities serving more
than 11,000 residents in Canada, is
pulling out of projects in Guelph,

Kingston and LaSalle, near Windsor.

“We need to slow down our pace of
development and preserve our capi-
tal,” spokesperson Rebecca Scott said,
adding the decision is not just a project

delay, but a permanent decision.

The company has given up its bed

allocation.

“It’s not a decision we made light-

ly;” she said.

Magda Konieczna

mkonieczna@guelphmercury.com

GUELPH MERCURY
Caroline Ku pedals her bike near the intersection of Norfolk Street
and Waterloo Avenue in this October 2007 photo. Yesterday, the
city was awarded $127,100 from the federal government to
encourage bike riding.

Feds provide funding
for local bike strategy

bikes.

dentstoride.

said.

er to biking, McDowell said.

trips to work.

Waterloo.

GUELPH — The City of Guelph is getting $127,100 from the feder-
al government to encourage bike riding. The money will go to-
ward a strategy to triple the proportion of people riding their

Right now, 1.1 per cent of trips in Guelph are made by bike.
That’s pretty normal for our climate, city employee Jennifer Mc-
Dowell said. But she wants to increase that to 3.3 per cent by 2018.

Specifically, the federal money will go toward an advisory com-
mittee to work on increasing bicycle use, and a survey to find out
where cyclists travel to and what would encourage Guelph resi-

The committee will work on planning a network of trails
through the city, educating cyclists and drivers, encouraging peo-
ple to ride bikes, and enforcing the rules of the road, McDowell

The money won’t pay for putting in bike lanes on city roads.

McDowell said often people believe driving is faster when bike
short cuts and not looking for parking can make biking faster, es-
pecially for trips of less than five kilometres. That misconception,
plus the worry about arriving at work sweaty, is the biggest barri-

She’s encouraging employers to put in showers to overcome
that problem, but added she expects the biggest increase in rides
to be trips to see friends or to go to the corner store, rather than

The federal money comes from a fund dedicated to transporta-
tion planning. Funding was announced yesterday for seven proj-
ects in Ontario that encourage environmentally transportation,
including encouraging people to ride the bus in new suburbs in

Teachers’ union to meet with members

» STRIKE FROM PAGE A1

“That dialogue needs to be
over, and we need to get it done,”
Clegg said yesterday in a phone
interview.

A 12 per cent salary increase of-
fered by the province has always
been acceptable to the union, he
said.

What is not acceptable is the
proposal the Ontario Public
School Board Association brought
to the provincial negotiating
table, which he said would strip
teachers of improved working
conditions they bargained for in
2005.

Clegg, who is travelling
throughout the province, said he
met with members in Windsor on
Wednesday and they were very
clear they would not accept
changes to working conditions, or
funding inequities between ele-
mentary and secondary schools.

“When our members hear
what the association offered,
they’re going to be angry,” he said.

“And they’re going to understand
that they are not respected in the
same way secondary school teach-
ersare.”

Talks between the union and
the province ended in December,
though local boards and local
unions continue to negotiate.

But now, the 12 per cent raise
over four years that was given to
all other teachers in the province
isnolonger on the table.

“We have told boards that they
are only getting two per cent over
two years for salaries,” Ministry
of Education spokesperson
Michele Despault said.

“We were very clear from the
outset that if a provincial frame-
work agreement wasn’t reached,
that’s what would be available.”

Undeterred, Clegg thinks
school boards need to come up
with more.

“If they're going to offer less
than they offered secondary
school teachers — they are mis-
taken,” he said.

The stalemate is leaving local
boards between a rock and a hard
place.

Representatives from each of
the 32 boards in the province met
Wednesday to discuss a consistent
approach to the issue, Upper
Grand District School Board chair
Bob Borden said.

“We’re not interested in throw-
ing a lot of dirt . .. and talks of
stripping this and stripping that,”
Borden said.

“I won’t do that to a profession
that Ispent 35years in.”

He thinks the local board can
get a submission to the teacher’s
union by the end of January, as
Clegg requested.

But that submission, and those
of the other school boards, will on-
ly contain a four per cent increase.

“Each of us have no more mon-
ey, so that’s a given,” Borden said.

“If your chair believes they’ll
bring an agreement on the basis of
two per cent, that is incorrect,”
Clegg said.

Tues., Jan. 6

The Stone Store

-

Len's Mill

Wed., Jan. 7

Thurs., Jan. 8

Centennial Windows*
Danier Leather*

Fri., Jan. 9
Sears
Zellers

M&M Meats
True Pilates
Pharma Plus

Michaels

Smitty's Fine Furniture

Re/Max Real Estate
Canadian Living

Shoppers Drug Mart

Sat., Jan. 10

Home Hardware
Consumer Reports

*Selected areas.

If you are not receiving a flyer and would like to have your request
known to the selected advertiser please call 519-823-6010.

On Page 2:
AB® Rocket Fitness Machine

is currently unavailable.
Rain checks are available upon request.
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2 We apologize for any inconvenience
é‘ this may have caused.
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GCORREGTION
NOTIGE

On our flyer running
January 10th - 16th, 2009:

On the front cover:
Wii™ Fit Bundle with Hardware
is currently unavailable.

Rain checks will be issued to a maximum of 10 per store
(1 per customer).

R001294359

everything from Ato @

We Buy Your Gold!

Wyndham Exchange

Rolex, Breitling

1
9‘9

97 Wyndham St. N. (next to Pond’s Camera)

Mon. - Fri.9-6, Sat. 9-5

“The Taste of Ontario”

GUELPH’S NEWEST RESTAURANT

OIM

GRILLE & BAR

Now Serving Brunch on Weekends!
Jazz on Sunday Afternoon!

“Bringing you the best from Ontario farmers, food artisans,
breweries & wineries”

1388 Gordon Street (at Arkell Rd.)

519-341-9752

www.borealisgrille.ca

R001290890

Pharma Plus

SRUGMART
* Proudly Canadian Ouned and Operated Y,
Values in effect Sat., Jan. 10 to Fri., Jan. 16

RexallBrand _buy1. get1
ASA Coated Daily
Low-Dose
81mgTablets 1205 “(saye 11.99)

Rexall Brand
Canadian Natural
Spring Water

12 x 500mL

Coca-Cola or Sprite
Regular or Diet 12 x 355mL or
Dansani Water

12 x355mL or 12 x 500mL

265 ERAMOSA ROAD
OLD QUEBEC STREET 822-5149
666 WOOLWICH ST. 836-3200

0
Rexall Brand Cough & Cold, 0

Allergy Relief or
Thermometers

off*

*our regular retail

829-3111

R001292578

<%= FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY! ocnusisron

RATE COMPARISON

— / .
= * InsuranceHotline.com

Find your savings number by going
to InsuranceHotline.com

Your Search Engine for the Lowest Insurance Rates

Driving
Record

Lowest Highest
Price Price

Rates between
insurance companies
can vary by 100’s,

Price
Difference

them by the 3 lowest rates.
It’s fast, safe and FREE.

Annual savings shown based on actual consumer quote data and results on InsuranceHotline.com

Clean Record $958  $2,213 $1,255 even 1,000’s of
- dollars for the
1 Ticket $1,018  $2,552 $1,534 same car and driver.
1 Accident $1,849  $3,753 $1,904 Look at this chart.
"

In this time of economic uncertainty, you need to save your hard
earned dollars. The best and easiest way to save lots of money
is to shop for the lowest rate on your car insurance.

InsuranceHotline.com can help you find the best price by
quoting over 30 major insurance companies and arranging

R001292037

6eTTHE 3 LOWEST RATES FroM ovER 30 MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES

Go online to InsuranceHotline.com
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> If this feels like a math test, visit
mathliteracy.ca or call 1-800-303-1004.

Math solves problems ’e CANADA

Literacy Foundation
Fondation pour Talphabétisation




