
Major City Wide Destination
(i.e. Major City Park,
Community
Centre , Civic complex)

0.75m-1.0m
Tertiary Trail

Note: Limit range of uses in

or near sensitive habitats

refer to table for

information regarding

widths surface types and

other important criteria

�

0.6m 0.6m

trail width varies

depending on hierarchy

and location.

Refer to table for details
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Primary and Secondary Trails:

Refer to table and Figures 5-2 to 5-7 for

information regarding widths, surface types

and other important criteria

tertiary trails

separated from

primary and

secondary by

planted buffer,

distance, grade or

some combination

of all three

Trail Marker

or trail sign

trailway clear zone:

�

�

beyond edge of trail surface

area clear of obstructions

such as protruding objects,

boulders, signs etc.

trailway

clear zone 0.15-0.30m:

�

�

beyond edge of trail surface

area clear of obstructions such as

protruding objects, boulders, signs etc.

trail width varies

depending on

hierarchy

and location.

Refer to table

for details

Trail Marker

Refer to Figure 5-23 for trail signing details
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NOT TO SCALE

* = Standards are to be achieved where possible. Some
variation from standard width and surface type will be applied
on a site by site basis when considering local environmental
constraints and/or access needs for people using mobility
devices.

Urban Core Area
(i.e. core area, mall area)

Not applicable3.0-3.5m wide, hard surfaced with asphalt or
site-specific urban design treatment (must
meet criteria for persons using mobility
devices).

3.0-3.5m wide, hard surfaced with asphalt or
site-specific urban design treatment (must meet
criteria for persons with disabilities).

Off - Road Trail Standards

Trail Location *Recommended/Preferred Standard *Recommended/Preferred Standard *Recommended/Preferred Standard

Primary Secondary Tertiary

Some uses such as cycling

may be restricted on some

tertiary trails, depending on

the location. Not applicable3.0-3.5m wide, hard surfaced with
asphalt.

3.0m wide, granular surfaced.

Minor City Parks and Stormwater
management areas where trails
are to be included

Not applicable3.0m granular surfaced, hard surfaced
when/where requested by residents and
warranted, or for maintenance concerns.

2.4m wide granular surfaced, hard surfaced
when/where requested by residents and
warranted, or for maintenance concerns.

Natural Area Buffers 1.5m granular surfaced trail hardening for
maintenance concerns only-use soil
bonding agents.

2.4m wide granular surfaced
trail hardening for maintenance concerns only-
use asphalt or soil bonding agents.

2.4m wide granular surfaced
trail hardening for maintenance concerns only-
use soil bonding agents.

Woodlots and Conservation
Areas

0.75-1.0m woodchip or earthen
surfaced.

2.0m wide granular surfaced. 1.5-2.0m woodchip surfaced, may be granular
or earth surface where disabled access
desired.

Wetlands: includes Treed
Deciduous or Coniferous
Swamps, Marshes, Shrub
Thickets/Swamp, Meadow
Marsh (on mineral or organic
soils)

0.75- 1.0 m boardwalk or other suitable
elevated trail bed.

2.0m granular surfaced, boardwalk or other
surface considered to be compatible with site
conditions. May be up to 2.5m in cases of high
use if it is compatible with location.

1.5m granular surfaced, boardwalk or other
surface considered to be compatible with site
conditions. May be up to 2.5m in cases of high
use if it is compatible with location.

Refer to Figures 5-2 to 5-7 for details

regarding construction of various trail types

according to hierarchy and location


